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FRENCH GRAMMAR 
Bonjour tout le monde!   

                                Thank you for your interest in my power points!


                .You can use these presentations in their entireties or one section at a time. I designed them the way I taught for 30 years in public school. I spent 27 years at the same high school, and taught from inclusion level 1 to AP level 5 (not all at the same time fortunately!). I retired in April 2006 after an unexpected illness in June 2005 made it impossible for me to stay in the classroom. However, I still want to stay involved with the teaching of French and now have the time to create some of the things I’d always wanted.

I have experience in K-8 and middle school in “exploratory”, where I was the French component, and in yearlong 7th grade. I have been a presenter and co-presenter of AP French Language workshops for the College Board. I was on the State Textbook Review Panel three times and chairman of the district French Textbook Selection Committee four times in addition to being Foreign Language Department Chairman for 18 years with as many as 18 teachers. I co-sponsored Le Cercle français, La Société honoraire de français, The Texas French Symposium and the Senior Class. I was a member of the National Honor Society Advisory Board for many years. I also led 14 student trips to Paris during my time at Round Rock High School so I sure understand how much you do and how much “free time” you have!

I also had a grant to attend an OPI Institute at Texas State and, one summer, took a class in Colmar and Annecy with the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater - just for fun! To keep current I subscribed to many journals and attended most of the summer workshops offered by the University of Texas at Austin Department of French and Italian from their start in 1996 until 2004. They covered many topics such as Business French, Phonetics, the Internet, Comparative Cultures, Cinema, Beauty and the Beast, and more.

I didn’t provide practice exercises because many are available on the internet, in your textbooks or in the workbooks everyone uses. The focus is on grammar, so the vocabulary is basic. I hope that by keeping things simple you can use this in more than one level. I relied on my memory for most of the information so I could let you know how I actually taught it and avoid the “exceptions to the exceptions”.

As I said, I tried to make the presentations helpful for as many levels as possible – as an introduction or a review. Students might even be able to use them for independent study. With the number of preps you have, I want you to be able to use the presentations in “pieces”. This means that sometimes, I repeat things a little so you can do just that. I wrote the notes below the slides as if I were talking to you. I hope they answer your questions. I also put in some hints, teaching tips and a little more advanced grammar in them that you probably already know – but, then again, a reminder never hurts!
I animated one idea at a time so you can pause for clarification, further explanation or note taking. Nothing fancy – just straightforward slides, the way I would have wanted them if I’d had the time to do it while I was teaching. There are hyperlinks on the title pages so you can go right to a specific section of you want. I kept with the tri-colore color scheme throughout and used the colors only to unite concepts on a single slide. I tried as much as I could to have the colors follow from one slide to the next but it wasn’t always possible. I also used a CD-RW so you can copy a file to your computer, adapt it and put it back on the CD. I know this is what I’d have wanted – not that I’d have ever done it - I just would have liked the possibility!

Except for the verb charts, the presentations are in English with French examples. I know some of you object to this but in my own language learning (8 languages); I preferred it that way, so taught it that way. I am not a native speaker but started French when I was 10 and have a Master’s Degree in “French Language and Cultures” from the Institut d’été at the University of California at Santa Barbara. 

With all of this, I had decent results on the AP Language Exam – not excellent, but acceptable to me and more than acceptable to my students who would usually place out of all or most of the foreign language credit they needed at college. We encouraged every student who wanted, to continue to level 5 AP so had a wide variety we needed to accommodate. About 10% of the school took French. – not bad for Central Texas, I think. My last year, I had 25 students registered for the preAP level 4 class and 20 for the AP level 5 class. I’m giving you this information to encourage those of you who want to build your enrollment – you can do it!

Please feel free to give me suggestions or ask for clarification. As in the classroom, I always knew what I was talking about, the kids weren’t always sure!

I hope you find the presentations helpful. I know I’d wanted another way to present things than using the chalkboard or the overhead – maybe this is it.  And – have fun! I know I always did!

                                                        Bon courage! 

                                                           Sue Cotter
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