I believe this came from an AAFT National Bulletin. The issue of Language Today that is cited was from 1999, I think – so it needs to be re-verified.  I included it to give you and idea of what kind of info is out there.
An interesting side note is that one year (around 2003) someone wrote to the Austin paper about my poster, questioning the information. It was one of those columns that answer miscellaneous questions. I thought I had been careful to cite the source and to list the qualifying criteria but n-o-o-o – that wasn’t enough it seems. The columnist went to a linguistics prof at UT Austin and of course, got totally different stats – w/no criteria mentioned. I did call the columnist but was only able to leave voice mail. She never got back to me.

 
I mention this as a word of advice – be careful what you post! I was usually pretty good at manipulating them in my favor but you have to watch out!

The Ten Most Influential Languages in the World

      ranked by Language Today  according to the 

· number of primary speakers

· number of secondary speakers

· number & population of countries using it 

· number of major fields (science, diplomacy, etc.)    

using the language internationally

· economic power of countries using the language

· socio-literary prestige

1.  English

2.  French

3.  Spanish

4.  Russian

5.  Arabic

6.  Chinese

7.  German

8.  Japanese

9.  Portuguese

10. Hindi/Urdu
You already know English!  So, what’s the next step?

Come join us! Take French!
(brought to you by the RRHS French Club and the RRHS chapter of the National French Honor Society)
