OVERVIEW OF RÉDACTIONS

I used this for 27 years in AP French 4 and AP French 5.  Only AP5 took the Language Exam and did pretty well on the essay. Once you and the kids get familiar with the correction code it’s easy to work with. The optional rewrites are fast to grade and I believe they help the kids improve their writing in addition to their grades.
I developed this over the years basing it on a key I got from a Spanish professor at UT Austin, incorporating items from an article that was in the French Review, a key in the back of Bravo! as well as my own ideas. I’d revise it every so often (but only at the beginning of a school year!) based on what errors were being made. I’d try to drop or combine categories but occasionally had to add – compound tenses comes to mind. The funny looking thing next to “Zut!” on the key is supposed to be a guillotine. I could never find or come up with a suitable graphic so I just drew it in before I made copies. They didn’t like getting a guillotine!
Level 4    I assigned 2 per 6-weeks’ grading period = 30% of report card grade. The original counted as 10 homework assignments w/no grade to encourage experimentation with the language (I counted each activity in an assignment as 1 homework point because they were of lots of different lengths. That way, if they didn’t finish the whole thing, for whatever reason, they at least got some credit. One of my main goals was to get and keep them in the class so I had to compromise somewhere.). They had one required rewrite per essay and 2 optional rewrites allowed (see correction key). They had to keep a “tally sheet” of their own errors mostly so I could see what they were missing. I told them that it was also so they could see where they made the most mistakes but I don’t think many of them really looked at it that way. Topics were based on textbook chapters w/5 new words or expressions (underlined) required.  I raised the word count 25 words every other time, maxing out at 150. They had to count them for me and write in the number. Articles and prepositions did not count as words. Most had no problem with this but sometimes I had to highlight those words for the first few essays. I assigned them towards the beginning of the grading period to give time for rewrites. 
Level 5  This was the same as in level 4 for all but last grading period, only they had 3 assigned per grading period = 40% of grade, 10 new expressions, word count starts at 100 ends at 250. Beginning the 4th grading period (2nd semester), I highlighted the errors instead of using the correction key on the first draft. On the rewrites, I continued to use the key until the end of the year. I could be a little different in this level because it was a separate class. There were fewer of them than in level 4 so even though there were more papers, it wasn’t more grading.

The 6 weeks before the AP Exam (starting when we came back from spring break), they had one essay per week on a past AP topic (and were also required to make one recording). I counted backwards from the current exam so in 2008, the first one would be the 2002 topics. I used the AP rubric and assigned grades to the first version (similar to what I’ve seen some of you do, using a range  –  9 being a high A, 7-8 a low A, 6-7 a B etc.). I had to grade as a percent since that’s how the report cards were. Since they had so many to do and I figured they had a lot of AP stuff going on and, at this point I wasn’t going to be able to raise their writing skills much more, plus that’s an awful lot of grading for me… they could accept the first grade as final, In other words – no required rewrites. The very best students continued to do them, but their papers were never hard to grade anyway! At the least, I would give these essays one or two more points. I found it hard to raise grades when using a rubric.
                          ÉVALUATION DES RÉDACTIONS  -   key to corrections 

           La GRAMMAIRE


                     

Le STYLE  


AC
accent incorrect/missing



   
AWK
acceptable, but awkward

ADJ
adjective error 




   
COM
combine sentences

ADV
adverb form incorrect/misplaced/needed

  
ELAB
elaborate/add more detail

ART
article incorrect/missing •


  
FR 
Franglais,  dictionary-itis

AUX
auxiliary verb problem
 (être/avoir)

  
INC  
incomplete sentence/thought

E
inappropriate/no elision (l’, d’,  etc.)

  
NC 
not clear

EXPQ
expression of quantity: check use of de

  
NL
¶ development not logical: move/restate

GN
gender
 error





POL
incorrect level of politeness; tu/vous


IMP  
impersonal pronoun error: check


  
???      
incomprehensible: structure/ vocab 


c’est  vs.  il/elle est;  use of on
 



makes it difficult to pinpoint error   

M
mood incorrect (indicative/ imperative/subjunctive) 
REP
use a pronoun to avoid repetition

NB
number error




 
RS
repetitive structure, please vary
 

NEG
negative incorrect/misplaced/missing 
               
SYN
find a synonym to avoid repetition

OP
object pronoun incorrect/ missing: •

 


PDOP   preceding direct object pronoun agreement

POS
possessive adjective incorrect/missing (mon, ton, etc.)

• QUELQUES EXEMPLES
PP   
past participle: incorrect form/ agreement

ART
DEF/definite: le , la, les
PR
preposition incorrect/ missing
(à, de, etc.)

             IND/indefinite: un, une, des, pas de
PRO
y or en incorrect/ missing



             PART/partitive: du, de la, des, pas de

REL
relative pronoun incorrect/missing: •


OP
DOP/direct, often:  le, la, les
RFX
reflexive pronoun incorrect/missing: •
            
                       
OP/indirect, often: lui, leur


SI
si clause verb sequence incorrect: •


REL
qui, que, dont, lequel, etc.

SP
spelling error





RFX   
me, te, se, nous, vous

TN
tense incorrect: •




SI
PRES/FUT; IMP/COND; PQP/CP
VF
verb form/stem incorrect/missing words: • 

TN
PC/ I: passé composé/imparfait
VOC
vocabulary: incorrect word choice,



CND: conditonnel/would…
check  “other half” of dictionary to verify                                         CP: conditionnel  passé/would have…
WO
word order incorrect


            


FUT :  futur/will…



XTRA
word/expression not needed    



             FA:  futur antérieur/will have… 
[image: image1.emf]

    
ZUT ALORS ! ! !  double off

                                       PQP:  plus-que-parfait/had…[imparfait]

+
SUPER !  +1



            

VF      
PRPART = en + verb-ant   RARE!
         






    
                                   en parlant = while talking  
           EXPAND! ELABORATE! DESCRIBE!  N3 =  NEVER HAVE A NAKED NOUN!!!

           Rédactions that cover only the bare minimum – no matter how correct – 

     will receive a maximum grade no higher than 90%!!! 

LES RÈGLES DES RÉDACTIONS

        OBLIGATOIRES :  an original =  10/10; -1.0 per day late. Originals = 1 additional rédac grade!



      rewrite #1  =  100%; -2.5 per day late

     FACULTATIVE/S:   rewrite #2  = up to +10 on rewrite #1, not to exceed 100%



            rewrite #3  = up to  +5  on rewrite #2, not to exceed 100%


  

                          
 #2 &#3 are due ‘whenever’ as time allows in a 6-weeks.

      WRITE ON EVERY OTHER LINE EVERY TIME and NUMBER @ EVERY 25 WORDS/END

Please note that I consider using an on-line translator as cheating!!! If I feel you are using one, I will highlight the “suspected” phrases. If they aren’t corrected, I will take off 5 points for each suspected use until you show me how you came up with the phrase without a translator. If this continues you will get no credit for the work.. 

NB:   originals that are extremely late may also miss rewrite #1 due dates. In that case, they will be graded as rewrite #1, with additional points deducted, as stated above. Please do not expect me to key these late rédacs right away just so you can do an optional rewrite!  Be on time!
    DO NOT COME TO MONSIEUR OR ME THE MORNING A RÉDAC IS DUE AND EXPECT HELP!

                      DO NOT EVEN THINK ABOUT ASKING  RIGHT BEFORE CLASS!!

 TALLY SHEET –  REQUIRED ! or , –5 on the rédac                  nom____________________________
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