MECs
 
I used these instead of vocabulary quizzes in levels 4 and 5. My colleague, who taught level 3, started them on this during the second semester. It was extremely difficult for level 3 students to do this but it really helped me in level 4.

My rules are below in a handout I gave the kids. Once the kids get the hang of it, it’s 

not that complicated. Based on my own language learning experience, I really believe that this is better than vocabulary quizzes at this level. They had vocabulary on the chapter exams that came with the textbooks (Bravo! for level 4 and Connaissances et réactions for 5). Besides, it gave them more writing practice! 
The downside is that they do take a while to grade even if you only give them a cursory look. However, they only had to do this once per 6-week grading period. In level 5 I gave them a break for the last 6 weeks. They did concentrated AP practice (o.k. L’Enfer) so did not have to do a MEC. 

For grading, I sort of counted 5 points for each level 4 sentence (20 in all) and 5 for level 5 (25 in all). I was always more concerned with the meaning of the sentences than the grammar or vocabulary so counted that as a maximum of 2 points – I was very lenient. Conveying the meaning was worth 2-3 points. If they used something on the no-no list, they lost those points. To help them remember this, I had a sign over the boards where their class objectifs du jour were:                                             LES MECs
                               DO NOT just use the word in a sentence.

                                           NO synonyms or antonyms

                                                     NO definitions

                                                  NO proper nouns

When I had them add extra words See below), I took off one point for each word not added. If they kept doing it I took two and usually that was enough! I know that might not be the best grading philosophy but it was easiest and - all they had to do was add words!





le français IV et V AP : les MECs/ Mots En Contexte

At this point in your study of French, learning and using new vocabulary becomes even more important. You should be developing the extremely useful language skill of circumlocution - being able to say or write what you want when you don’t know the exact word.

Also at this point in your study of French, class quizzes on vocabulary become less useful as a learning tool. Students tend to cram in the words they need to know for a quiz, produce them for that quiz, then forget virtually every one (I know because that’s exactly what I did!). You’re also developing a “personal” vocabulary, one that reflects your interests & needs for self-expression.

NEVERTHELESS, you still need to learn and use new words so you can participate in areas outside your own interests and do as well as you can on the comprehensive chapter exams that include testing a selection of words and expressions needed in common real-life situations! For this reason, we have the MECs.

MECs are an ongoing, open-book vocabulary quiz. They contain new words the entire class encounters in the study of each chapter. These words vary from year to year because of the different background knowledge students bring to class. MECs also contain “your” words: from the chapter - especially cultural notes and reading selections, from movies, magazines, etc. or, “just because you wanted to know”. These words really vary from year to year!

To ensure that each student does a comparable amount of work for this grade that equals 20% of a 6-weeks’ grade, there are some guidelines:

· You need a spiral notebook or composition book - not a binder! You can use the same book you used in preAP level 3 and/or in AP 4.

· You must write a sentence, in French, that explains the meaning of the word, not just uses it. This is difficult at first, but does get easier.

                  You may use no definitions, synonyms or antonyms, or proper nouns.

· In level 4 you write 20 sentences per 6-weeks. In level 5 you write 25. The number of sentences never changes.

· I keep a list of ”class words” for each level. These are words that are new to you or that I feel are new or especially useful. Use class words for your sentences before you use your own.

· You need to write down new words as we come to them. I keep the notebooks for each level on the cart in front of the room. You may look at them at any time

· You must also have your own words. Once again, you need to enter them as you come to them. Do not wait until the end of the 6-weeks to throw them in or you will lose points! Add words that are new to you. If I think you already had the word, it will not count.
This changes every 6-weeks. For the 1st 6-weeks level 4 writes 20 sentences and has 20 words. Level 5 writes 25 sentences and has 25 words. This increases by 5 words each 6-weeks but the number of sentences remains the same. This information is on your 6-weeks’ calendars.

Grading – MECs are usually due by the end of the school day during the 5th week of the grading period to give me time to work on them. What is most important is that you explain the word. In MECs, and only in MECs, grammar and vocabulary are secondary to meaning. I do take off points for errors, but not many. I correct the errors since you don’t have the chance to do rewrites. Please look at the corrections - (. 

Late MECs lose 10 points PER DAY late not per class! This is an important grade! If you want to get the points back you must write 5 more sentences per day late.
