Here are some announcements I had made over the PA each morning. As you can see, I only have those from 2002 and 2004 although we did them every year from ‘99 to ’05. I tried to have at least 3 ‘sets’ figuring that by the time they got to senior year most freshmen wouldn’t remember what they heard back then. I just handed in the copy to the office in charge. The folks who did our announcements often didn’t even look at them until they read them on the PA. So,  if you use any French words, it’s a good idea to provide pronunciation hints and maybe even go over the word/s with whomever does them. We had lots of amusing variations of crêpes!
The facts from 2004 should be rechecked. They’re getting old. 
National French Week announcements

For Tuesday, November 5th 


National French Week 2002 begins on Thursday, November 7th. We’ll be telling you some “Fun French Facts” you may have never thought of AND – most importantly – the French Club will be once again selling its famous crêpes every morning in the cafeteria starting TOMORROW! Don’t miss out! Our chocolate and strawberry filled crêpes are the best!


Be sure to check out our “French Connections” posters and signs all over the school. And, hey…come join us! Take French!!

For Wednesday, November 6th
Bonjour!  
National French Week 2002 starts tomorrow. Today, we have a message from the White House: AATF’s National Bulletin probably has one from Obama.

I send greetings to all those taking part in National French Week 2002.


It is important for America’s youth to learn about other countries, different


languages, and international issues. This knowledge will prepare our future


generations to become successful leaders and educated citizens of the world.


National French Week is an opportunity for students to develop their

language skills, broaden their appreciation of French culture, and learn about

France, one of America’s closest and longest standing allies. I commend the

teachers and organizers for your dedicated efforts in helping young people

acquire new skills and a deeper understanding of France’s unique heritage.

Laura joins me in sending out best wishes for a memorable and enjoyable

celebration.




Signed by George W. Bush

And, don’t forget to stop buy the cafeteria for a delicious crêpe! They’ll be on sale every morning until Wednesday, November13.

For Thursday, November 7th 

Bonjour! Today is the first day of National French Week 2002; the day to think about French cuisine, or food. France is known worldwide as the “home of fine eating”. You probably know these cooking terms already: à la mode, chocolate mousse, sorbet and even escargots (that’s snails!). And, don’t forget ‘French’ fries! 

Did you know that France has over 325 different kinds of cheeses? Ask a friend in French about it because we’ll be sampling some as part of our celebration. Or, better yet! Come try some French cuisine and buy a crêpe in the cafeteria any morning until Wednesday.

Be sure to check out our posters and signs all over the school. Want to know how to order in a fancy French restaurant? Come join us! Take French!!!

You could add something about going to La Madeleine. They might even give a special deal to the kids. Some kind of price reduction with a SPHS ID?
For Friday, November 8th 
Bonjour! Today in National French Week 2002, the focus is on “Science, Technology and Careers”. French can help you be a citizen of the world! Here’s how:


Did you know that France is the world’s most popular travel destination and Paris is the most popular city? French is 2nd, after English, of the world’s most important languages. French is also the 2nd language of the Internet. The French are world leaders in medical research and genetics. They are a major world leader in high-energy physics and 3rd in military power. French and English are the only two world languages spoken on five continents.


Want to know more? Check out our “French Connections” posters around school – or, why not come join us? Take French!


And remember…crêpes are on sale every morning before school in the cafeteria – don’t miss out!

For Monday, November 11th 

Bonjour!  National French Week 2002’s Monday focus is on “The Arts”. 

Did you know that France has won more Nobel Prizes for literature than any other country? The Man in the Iron Mask, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Beauty and the Beast and Les Misérables are just a few of the works you may know about that were written in French.

The French language and its literature make French your S.A.T. connection! French has always been and remains the principal donor of foreign words into English.

Because English has adopted so many words of French origin, by studying French, you add to you English vocabulary skills, can figure out many unfamiliar English words and build your English vocabulary.


There are so many wonderful French artists, architects, painters and sculptors that today we’re just asking you to think of one, Rodin…who created Le Penseur!  Hmm?…that’s a joke! Don’t get it? Well, join us in French to find out!



And, don’t forget…crêpes are on sale every morning before school in the cafeteria until Wednesday morning – don’t miss out! We won’t be back ‘til Mardi Gras!

For Tuesday, November 12th

Bonjour!  Today, National French Week 2002 asks you to think about ”Sports, Games, and Traditions”.


Did you know that France has the world’s longest and most prestigious bicycle race the Tour de France? And, that Austin’s Lance Armstrong has won this more than 2000 mile race an incredible four times in a row? He’s ready for a 5th win this summer!

But that’s not all! Don’t forget about the 24 hour car races in Le Mans and Monte Carlo, World Cup soccer or the French Open!


A fun French tradition is that at Christmas time the children leave out their shoes, not their stockings for Santa to fill. Think of how much more you could get if you left out a pair of boots! And, in France, your birthday isn’t the only day you get presents and a party. You get to do it again on your” name day”. What’s that? Want to know more? Then…come join us – take French!


And, don’t forget that tomorrow morning is the last time we’ll be selling crêpes until Mardi Gras in March 2003!

For Wednesday, November 13th
Bonjour! Today is the last day of National French Week 2002. We’d like you to think about “Music and Dance”. 


Everybody knows about Frère Jacques and Le French Can-Can at Le Moulin Rouge. Many dancers know that lots of dance terms are French. Plenty of people know that the popular opera Carmen, is sung in French even though it takes place in Spain! 

But, did you know that the most popular singer in France for almost 15 years is rapper MC Solaar? Did you know that the words to that song you learned in elementary school called Alouette are not what you think? What really happened to that poor little bird anyway? What is that song about? Want to know? Then… come join us! Take French!!!

For the electronic marquee in front of the school. Given to the person who dealt with it.
Bonjour! It’s National French Week 2002 from Thursday, November 7th to Wednesday November 13th. This is the 4th annual national celebration. Maybe you could put up something like this for each day:       

Bonjour! 

                                     National French Week 2002


                                       November 7-13

 Each day has a theme. I don’t know if it’d be appropriate or mean anything to anybody except the French students to add them but there they are anyway:

I don’t think they ever posted any of this but they did put up the main message.



(for Thursday) 
today’s theme : cuisine



(for Friday) 
today’s theme : science, technology, and careers

(for Monday) 
today’s theme : the arts, arts and crafts

(for Tuesday)
today’s theme : sports, games, and traditions

(for Wednesday)
today’s theme : music and dance

    Merci beaucoup!

National French Week announcements - 2004

Wednesday, November 10th 

Bonjour!  Today is the second day of National French Week 2004. Our “Fun French Facts” are about your future career:

“While any language will be useful for some jobs or for some regions, French is the only foreign language that can be useful throughout the world as well as in the United States. French as a foreign language is the second most frequently taught language in the world after English. 28 countries have French as an official language. French is the only language other than English spoken on five continents. French and English are the only two global languages.

When deciding on a foreign language for work or school, consider that French is the language that will give you the most choices later on in your studies or your career.”
And… don’t forget to stop by the student center for a delicious crêpe! They’ll be on sale every morning until Tuesday, November 16.

Thursday, November 11th 

Bonjour! National French Week 2004’s “Fun French Facts” for today are about the international importance of French as a world language:

“One example of the importance of French can be seen in a recent listing of international jobs distributed by the US State Department on September 14, 2004. 130 required or preferred French, 57 a UN language (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish), 39 Spanish, 5 Arabic, 2 Portuguese, 3 Russian, 3 German, 1 Italian and 5 other. 

Of the various types of professional positions for which international organizations recruit, five required French, two Spanish, one Portuguese, and one Arabic, according to the fact sheet released by the UN Employment Information[…] on December 1, 2000.

And… don’t forget to stop by the student center for a delicious crêpe! They’ll be on sale every morning in the student center from 8:20 to 8:50 until Tuesday, November 16.

Friday, November 12th

Bonjour! Today’s Fun French Facts for Friday are about cuisine, or food. Want to know how to order in a fancy French restaurant? Well…come join us! Take French!!!

France is known worldwide as the “home of fine eating”. You probably already know these food words: à la mode, chocolate mousse, sorbet and even escargots (that’s snails!). But, did you know that “french fries” doesn’t mean they came from France (they didn’t, they came from Belgium!); it means the way the potatoes are cut! 

France could be called the land of cheese. There are over 400 different kinds! Ask a friend in French about it because we’ll be sampling some as part of our celebration. Or, go to a French restaurant this weekend or… even better yet! Come try some French cuisine and buy a crêpe in the student center any morning from 8:20 to 8:50 until Tuesday, November 16. After that, we won’t be back ‘til Mardi Gras!

Monday, November 15th 
Bonjour!  Here’s National French Week 2004’s Fun French Facts for today:

You know of course, that France has the world’s longest bicycle race, the Tour de France and, that Austin’s Lance Armstrong has been the only one in 100 years to have won it six times in a row!  But, did you know that Lance speaks French?

A fun French tradition at Christmas is that the children leave out their shoes, not their stockings, for Santa to fill. Think of how much more you could get if you left out a pair of boots! And, your birthday isn’t the only day you get presents and a party. You get to do it again on your “ name day”. What’s that? More presents? Want to know more? Then…come join us – take French!

And, don’t forget…crêpes are on sale every morning before school in the student center from 8:20 to 8:50 until tomorrow.  Don’t miss out! After tomorrow, we won’t be back ‘til Mardi Gras!

For Tuesday, November 16th


Bonjour!  Today is the last day of National French Week 2004. We thank you for listening to our announcements and buying out crêpes. We want to leave you with one last thought:


Take a language! Any language! Just make sure it’s the one you  want!





And, don’t forget…crêpes will be back at Mardi Gras!

