Paris 2006                                      upcoming parent  meeting            
Wednesday, February 2, 2005
7-8 p.m. in room 117 @ RRHS

Bonjour! We’re ready for 2006 – another Spring Break in Paris! This will be our 14th consecutive biennial trip since 1980 and we’re looking forward to yet another wonderful travel experience. We invite students who have already completed at least one year of French at RRHS (by the time of the trip) to join us. We know that many parents would love to sign up with us too but, this trip is especially designed for our high school students who learn so much more than the French language and culture when they do it “on their own”! 

Because of recent discussion in the district about trips abroad, we do want you to know up front that this trip, like our past 13 trips, is not school-sponsored. We work, outside of class time, with a reputable student tour company, spending our own time and money to bring this opportunity to your children who are studying French. 

For 2006, we’ve decided to travel again with the student tour organization, passports (passports.com), based in Spencer, Massachusetts. passports has worked closely with us to design a customized itinerary just for our French students. This trip will be all you could ask for and more! We’ve included all the “required” tourist stops plus, added some wonderful “off the beaten track” experiences that will make this a trip to remember. And, we didn’t forget about  “free time” - students will have ample time to explore Paris with their classmates during the day - once we’ve taught them how to get around the city with the métro pass that’s included in the tour price!

So…what’s the “bottom line”?  $2503 per participant paid to passports by December 1, 2005 includes most everything but lunches and spending money for our usual group size of 20-24 students. We know this is a lot of money and is more than the 10% increase we’ve come to expect.  But, from the time when we arranged our 2004 trip and now, the euro has risen 32% in value compared to the dollar and is expected to rise even more. Aviation fuel has increased 41% since last January. passports has raised prices less than 18% making this tour an exceptional value. Plus, if we have from 25-30 student participants, passports will drop the tour price to $2423 ($80 less). For this reason, we’ve invited Stony Point HS French students to participate with their teacher, Jan Johnson, because they are the only ones who also travel during Spring Break. 

A note for those curious about the choir trip’s 2005 prices: Not only was this trip arranged when the dollar was stronger and gasoline lower. They flew in and out of Houston – not Austin.  They also spend one less day in France with very little time in Paris where the prices can be as much as 40% higher than in the rest of the country.

To enroll in the charter group that will lock in the price, students must return a completed application form to Madame Cotter, along with a deposit of $495, no later than Friday March 4, 2005. Checks need to be made out to  “passports student depository account” (You may also register your deposit on-line using a major credit card but note that there is a $15 service fee.). We will continue to accept applications and deposits until the end of the school year, during the summer, as well as when school begins again, but this will be subject to the amount of space left on the tour. Please note that students who register later than March 4 may not be covered under the price lock-in.
Important note - once a student has enrolled, there will be three required after school student meetings (one in December, one in January and one in February) so they can discuss their own concerns, get important information and, a chance to meet their fellow travelers. At each of these meetings we will provide a newsletter (plus pizza and drinks!) that we ask the students to share with their parents – if they don’t, just let us know and we’ll get you a copy! 

These after school student meetings are REQUIIRED! Students will be notified of the dates by September 1, 2005. Non-attendance at these meetings may invoke the last paragraph of section 1 of the passports release & agreement form as not meeting “the requirements for this tour as set forth by my teacher”. This can result in being “declared ineligible to participate in the tour” therefore subject to the “cancellation/refund policy published in the Terms and Conditions” of passports. The form with this information needs to be attached to the application before it will be accepted.

If you can’t make the meeting and/or have more questions, please don’t hesitate to e-mail Mrs. Cotter (Sue_Cotter@roundrockisd.org) or leave her a voice mail message (464-6208) and she’ll get back to you ASAP -  usually within 24 hours.
Here’s to another great trip!

attach: itinerary             spending money estimate

payment suggestions    meeting requirements 
Making Payments
Here’s a suggestion for making payments @ <$60 per week!
· by March 4, 2005 - $495 deposit and application given to Mrs. Cotter. 

· all other payments are mailed directly to  passports. They will send you a monthly statement showing the balance owed by December 1, 2005. They will suggest a monthly payment for the balance based on the month of the statement.

   Suggested payments as follows:

April 1  - $225

May  1 - $225

June 1 - $225

July  1  - $225

Aug. 1 - $225

Sept. 1 - $225

Oct.  1  - $225

Nov. 1 - $225

Dec.  1 - $208 paid in full!
Then, just continue with this plan in January and February to save spending money and you’ll be more than ready to go!

Estimating spending money
Paris is expensive!  You can spend lots of money very quickly when you don’t pay attention to what you’re buying. Below is a general representative estimate of how spending money can be used. This is just a guide for you to adjust up or down for your own budget plan. 

NB: If you plan to buy clothing or special gifts, be sure to budget extra money!


In past years most students have spent LESS than our estimates -

They usually spend around $300.

7 lunches (@ US$12-15 each)




$85-$115



7 days’ munchies (cokes are US$3 each! )


$70 - $85



beverages @ 7 dinners (@ 2 cokes per meal)
           
$40 - $45



tips/Sunday’s métro tickets (collected ASAP in Paris)*

$40*
money saved for trip home



           
$20

3 t-shirts (you & 2 best friends)




$45 - $60

1 poster for yourself




          
$10 - $15

1 guide or other book for yourself


         

$10 - $15

10 postcards with postage



          
$15

gifts









$50 - $75 





spending money total


$400-$500

* required!

Students must also have a valid US passport. If a student is 16 or older, the fee for a new passport is $85 plus photos (about $10) and, the passport is valid for 10 years. For those under 16 they are $70 and valid for 5 years.
Paris 2006


                         parent meeting 
Wednesday, February 2, 2005
7-8 p.m. in room 117 @ RRHS
Bonsoir! 


Thank you for coming this evening! We should be finished by 8:00 because I have a “plan” for the meeting that should answer most, if not all, of your questions. But, I’ll be glad to stay later if you have questions that don’t pertain to the group as a whole.


Tonight I’ll be reviewing our itinerary, “The Rules” and, passports’ enrollment guide. We’ll also look at the spending money estimate. I hope these will answer most of your questions.

We’ll discuss issues like: clothing to take, packing, how to get a passport and euros, as well as other things specific to the students who will be traveling with us when we have our required student meetings.

What you probably want to know by the end of tonight’s meeting is

· To reserve a place in the 2006 charter group that guarantees the tour price of $2504 students must pay a $495 deposit and give a completed application to Madame Cotter by  March 4, 2005. 

We’ll continue to accept applications and deposits later in the summer and, 

                   when school  begins again,  but this will be subject to the space left on the tour.

          Don’t forget the student and parent signatures on the application!

· All checks must be made payable to: passports student depository account.  This $495 can also be paid on line, by major credit card. If you think you’d like this option, please let Madame know ASAP so she can be sure our account is ready for your deposit! Please note that there is a $15 service fee.

· IMPORTANT NOTE If your child does not plan to take French next year, please date your check for September 1, 2005 or, plan your on-line registration for that date. This is because our trip policy since 1980 has been to give priority to students enrolled in French 2 or higher during the year of our trip. Once these students have registered, we’ll add others according to the level of French completed and as tour space allows.

· Remember that Madame & Monsieur have “final veto power” over a student’s application. If either think, for any reason, that your child will not be an asset to the trip, we will not accept the application. For example, students who do not pay attention or follow directions in class are not good candidates for this trip nor are students who have to be constantly reminded about their behavior while in class.
If your have more questions or concerns, please call Sue Cotter’s (Madame’s) voice mail at school (464-6208) or e-mail her at Sue Cotter @ roundrockisd.org and she’ll get back to you ASAP!

À un très bon voyage !

       Required after school meetings for RRHS

students traveling to Paris in 2006
The signatures below are required before 

we will send a student’s application to passports!

This is because the only students with whom we have had problems in the past 

have been those who did not attend these meetings!
parent:

By signing below I agree that my child will attend the three required pre-trip meetings – one in December 2005, one in January 2006 and, one in February 2006. All will be held on a Monday @ Conan’s Pizza across from RRHS. I understand that these meetings will take place after school and will last from 60–90 minutes each. I understand that the exact dates for these meetings will been given by September 1, 2005* so that my child will have plenty of time to arrange work and extra-curricular schedules.

I also agree that if my child does not attend these meetings, he or she may be subject to the last paragraph of section 1 of passports release & agreement form as not meeting “the requirements for this tour as set forth by my teacher” resulting in being “declared ineligible to participate in the tour” therefore subject to the “cancellation/refund policy published in the Terms and Conditions” of  passports.








            _______________________








                 parent signature
student:

By signing below I agree that I will attend the three required pre-trip meetings – one in December 2005, one in January 2006 and, one in February 2006*. I understand that these meetings will take place on a Monday after school @ Conan’s Pizza and will last from 60–90 minutes each. I understand that the final dates for these meetings will been given by September 1 so I’ll have plenty of time to arrange my work and extra-curricular schedules.

I also agree that if I do not attend these meetings, I may be subject to the last paragraph of section 1 of passports release & agreement form as not meeting “the requirements for this tour as set forth by my teacher” resulting in being “declared ineligible to participate in the tour” therefore subject to the “cancellation/refund policy published in the Terms and Conditions” of   passports.
_______________________








           student signature

*the meetings will most likely be held on the 
        1st week in December, 2nd week in January and 3rd week in February

Paris 2006                 «THE RULES »                               volume 14

All student participants are subject to the rules & regulations below. They have been established in order to ensure uniform, reasonable standards of behavior and conduct among all tour participants, keeping in mind the safety and well-being of the group as a whole as well as that of individual participants. These are our RR rules, based on 26 years of student travel experience, combined with those of passports. THEY WERE GIVEN TO YOUR PARENTS AT OUR FEBRUARY MEETING and are THE RULES whether or not your parents were at that meeting.
1. All student participants are subject to the authority of their teacher/sponsors and group  leader at all times. 
             THERE WILL BE NO DISCUSSION OF THESE RULES IN PARIS UNLESS YOUR PARENTS ARE INVOLVED VIA TELEPHONE.

2. Student participants must be in their own hotel rooms from 11pm until the next morning. If a group activity runs past 11pm, this begins when you arrive back at the hotel. Respect other guests by keeping noise to a minimum after 10pm. Girls in boys’ rooms and vice versa are not permitted. We expect you to be in your OWN ROOM for evening check-in. You may visit other students before this but you may NOT socialize in hallways, stairwells, etc. or do anything to deprive anyone of the right to a good night’s sleep. This includes your sponsors and other hotel guests as well as your roommates who may want to go to sleep before you do. This means too much noise can invoke penalties (Please see #5), including noise from groups in common areas of the hotel! This is why passports forbids “parties” unless they are organized by the group leaders.

3. Participants must respect hotel property. You will be responsible for any damage or missing items including items moved in a mini-bar. In the event that no one person can be deemed responsible for damage or a missing item, ALL of that room’s occupants will be held jointly liable. Removing any hotel property from a hotel room is considered stealing and is, as with any other infringement of the law, subject to legal penalties.

4. Participants must be punctual for all group activities. Failure to do so inconveniences others. You DO NOT want to be responsible for someone missing a scheduled activity! Participation in all planned group activities is MANDATORY. This means you must be ready to LEAVE the hotel by 9am every day, earlier if required. If you want breakfast, you must sit down at a table to have it – no “grab & go”- plan in advance. If you are late waking up you’ll get one “two minute warning” from Madame plus a penalty. More lateness increases the penalty. JUST DON’T BE LATE!

Illness is the ONLY acceptable excuse for tardiness or non-participation. In the case of illness, a doctor will be called and you will be  

required to follow all medical advice. In such cases where medical consultation is necessary, your parents will be called immediately.

5. Participants under 21 years of age are NOT permitted to consume alcoholic beverages UNLESS written permission of a parent/guardian is obtained before departure. The «Paris 2006 form» addresses this issue in detail. Note that hard alcohol (anything other than beer or wine) is ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN. Suspected possession or use of hard alcohol will be cause for a room search, an immediate call to parents, confiscation and, the possibility that you will have to spend your remaining free time under the close supervision of a teacher/sponsor.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU CAN BE SENT HOME FOR THIS VIOLATION!
NB: This penalty is for the entire room and may include adjoining rooms!!

6. A letter of permission MUST be obtained from your parent/guardian before our departure from the US if any student participant wishes to leave the group during our tour to visit nearby friends and relatives.

7. The rental of motor vehicles is forbidden. Excluding public transportation, student participants are not allowed to enter or ride any motor vehicle that has not been pre-arranged by passports.

8.     No participant is permitted to be in possession of any illegal or controlled substances. If you violate the law you are on your own: 

neither passports nor your teacher/sponsors nor the US government is responsible for helping anyone who violates the law. Note that any required medication MUST be in its original container. A copy of the prescription should also be carried along with any such medication.      

ANY suspected illegal drug use will result in the immediate termination of THE TOUR

         for the person/s involved and, can result in the ENTIRE GROUP going home early!

9. Participants are responsible for lost or stolen passports, visas, tourist cards, spending money, airline tickets, and personal property. Neither   

passports nor your teacher/sponsors assume any liability for these items.

10. passports programs are educational. Student participants must pay close attention to the tour director and city guides while they are speaking. It is strictly forbidden to use cell phones, CDs, play cards, etc. during any guided commentaries or visits. Please note that cell phones, MP3 players and the like may NOT be used while walking around the city or during any group activities. You need to pay full attention to your surroundings and know what the group is doing at all times. Those who insist on being outside the hotel in Paris with cell phones, headphones, etc., will immediately lose them for the duration of the trip. PLEASE BE SURE YOU UNDERTAND THAT THERE WILL BE NO SECOND CHANCES!
11. During your free time you may NEVER go out alone. Student participants MUST stay together in groups of three or more. You need to inform your teacher/sponsors of your tentative plans in advance and must be back to our hotel in time to join our group before departing for dinner. (If everyone is responsible about being on time our group may be able to meet at the evening’s restaurant, giving you an extra hour, or more, of free time!) Be sure you know the times we are leaving or meeting when you plan your own free time.

12. Student participants are NOT EVER permitted to go out after dark without a trip sponsor. ANYTHING that requires your leaving the hotel in the evening MUST be approved by a sponsor and, MUST be chaperoned by one.

Know that any serious or repeated violation of these “rules & regulations” will result in an immediate collect call to your parent/guardian, plus possible dismissal from the program. Student participants who are dismissed from the program travel home at their own or parent/guardian’s expense. This includes all expenses for any teacher/sponsor requested or required by the parent/guardian to accompany the student.

Paris 2006            important deposit information!

Madame just realized (duh!)  that the date of  MARCH 4 – when the $495 deposits are due – is the same day that she and Monsieur Frasier will be in San Antonio (with 38 French students) for the Texas French Symposium!

                This means that the date for deposits, etc. is moved to 

                    Wednesday, March 9.

In other words… 

1- your completed application and,

2- the RRHS meeting form with 

3- a check for the $495 non-refundable deposit to  passports 

must be in Madame’s hands by Wednesday March 9 if you want to be part of the charter group. You may, of course, opt to sign up for the trip after March 9th but…

PLEASE NOTE : We’ve already given out 43 applications. We can, however, only take 39 students because of the space on the bus.
You need to consider this when you’re thinking about when to enroll.


FYI – In 2002 we had a similar situation. 41 students took applications and 37 ended up going to Paris. 2 students didn’t follow through w/deposits and, 2 students dropped out (this was 6 months after 9-11!) so… we could take everyone who wanted to go.

