Student newsletters
Below are the newsletters we gave to the kids. We also e-mailed them to the parents. I put changes I would make in red.

          Newsletter #1 – for September

          Newsletter #2– for December

          Newsletter #3– for January 

          Newsletter #4 – for February

               March 11 departure
I wanted to add the day-by-day planner I gave to the kids so they could figure out when they had free time but it’s in landscape format and I couldn’t put it here without the whole thing turning to landscape. So….it’s in another file back on the free documents page. 

I also made a spread sheet with all their passport numbers, travelers’ check/ATM card #s, ticket numbers and confidential health info. We needed the ticket numbers twice!

 I made a numbered list of all the kids, 3-4 lists to a page, t that I cut up to give multiple copies to all the adults. When we got somewhere, on and off the bus, on or off a plane, etc, we had them count off. I learned this lesson when we had a group of 40 students. It was A LOT easier than one of us reading a list. I gave multiple copies so at least one of us could find a list quickly. We never had any problem with the kids once we got them to SPEAK UP! A fun note is that by the end of the trip they were all counting off in French.

        Another fun note is that when we went somewhere together on the métro, when we got out of the car/s we had them get up against the wall out of the way of traffic and wait until we knew they were all there. On one trip, with 36 kids, they learned this so well that when we got to the airport in Austin, our final destination, when they got off the plane they immediately went to the wall and waited. All we could do was laugh and say “Go find your parents!”

Paris 2006          • Rendez-vous à Paris  •         volume 14,  Nº1

(give out in September)

Bonjour!   We hope you’re getting ready for an exciting trip! We know we sure are!
            This is the first of our newsletters. Please be sure to share them with your parents and to read them carefully. There are some important things to do before we leave for France. Don’t worry - we’ll let you know what you need to do and when you need to do it. The more prepared you are the better time you’ll have, really – so…Allez, viens!
Required Group Meetings

As you have already been informed - there will be three REQUIRED* after school student meetings to discuss details of our trip (we cannot discuss these details during class!). Topics will include what to pack, getting to know the euro, how to use the métro, cultural differences and more! Plus, you’ll have ample opportunity to ask your own questions.

 These student meetings will take place on Mondays, at Conan’s Pizza (across the street from the school on Lake Creek) starting at 4:30pm. Beverages and pizza snacks (not dinner!) will be provided. The January and February meetings should last about one hour each. The December meeting will be longer - about 90 minutes as it is our most important meeting. Those with special questions that do not concern the group as a whole need to arrange to stay later. 

Plan to attend on these MONDAYs – December 5, January 9 & and  February 13.
We already gave you plenty of advance notice back in February because we know how busy you are and how essential it is that you attend!* Not only will you get information you’ll need and a chance to ask questions; you’ll also get a chance to meet the rest of the group. This activity packed trip will be intense for every person and we’ll all have responsibilities toward everyone else in the group. So, the better you know each other and the better everyone understands expectations, the more fun we’ll all have.

*Please note: The only student with whom we ever had a serious problem did not attend these meetings. She almost got sent home early. Her mom had to arrange a last-minute return ticket that cost $1200 – in 1996! So…please reread the “release & agreement” both you and a parent signed. It states that a student application can be canceled if that student does not meet requirements set forth by their teacher. These meetings are a requirement set forth by your teacher! If you are canceled because of non-attendance, you are subject to the published refund policy – meaning that you will lose a lot of money. 

                         COME TO THE MEETINGS! They’re important!

If you miss a meeting, we will call your parents to find out why, with over three months advance notice and the possibility of trip cancellation, you weren’t able to attend! 

U.S. Passports (not to be confused with our tour company, passports)
         NOW is the time to get one. Don’t delay! If you don’t already have a passport, get one ASAP. 

DO NOT wait until Christmas vacation! 

It can take up to six weeks for the State Department to issue your passport after you submit a completed application and, it may take you some time to gather the materials you’ll need before you can even submit the application. If you don’t have your passport in hand the day we leave, you can’t even get on the plane in Austin. We’d hate to see you left behind!

                                                                       http:// travel.state.gov.passport_services.html). 

Here’s what you need to do: 

1. You MUST appear in person at a passport office. The closest one is on Double Creek (about 2 miles down Gattis School Road, turn right - there’s a sign for the post office). If you are under 16 a “birth parent” should go with you. If one cannot, you may have to have a notarized statement from a “birth parent” AND, an “other parent” or guardian with you. This seems to depend on who is taking passport applications that day. We know that this can be horribly inconvenient and that it says NOTHING about this on the application, but that’s what you have to do. We even called the State Department to check on this and complain - about 18 year olds! – but, the bottom line is if someone at the passport office thinks  “no parent, no passport”; then it’s “no parent, no passport”. 
                                     Take a parent = get a passport!

2. Passport fees are $85 if you are over 16, $70 if you are under 16. You will need a check or a money order (you can buy one at the post office for a small fee). They do not accept cash for the passport but should accept Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discovery credit cards as well as personal checks. You can only use a check from a parent if that parent is with you.

The passport office will ask you and your parent/guardian to show a photo ID with a signature. You can use a valid driver’s license, DPS ID card or your current RRHS ID card.

     Passport offices are open ONLY 10:00-4:00 Monday - Friday. The Double Creek office is only open from 12-4! A really good day go is the teacher workday on Monday, October 6. If you have to wait, a second option is the next teacher workday, Monday, November 3.

3. You need to bring two “passport photos” (NOT school photos or snapshots) to accompany your application. Expect this to cost about $15 if you get it done at the post office. You can also get photos at Wal-Mart, Walgreens and Mailboxes, Etc. for less. You cannot use a school photo.

You must also have an official state, city or county birth certificate with a raised, embossed, impressed or, multicolor seal to send in with your application. Photocopies, local or hospital birth certificates and baptismal certificates are NOT accepted. Your birth certificate will be returned to you with your new passport. If you don’t have a state birth certificate, call 1-800-255-2414 NOW. Don’t even wait one day! You can also go to www . vitalcheck . com
Final payments

“Travel Pak” trip cancellation & medical insurance will appear on your invoice. It is optional and extends the coverage already available for your trip. It is up to you and your family to decide whether to purchase this extra coverage or not. We have recommended it since 9/11. An extra $99 is a good buy when it protects over $2500.

If you decide to not purchase this insurance, you must refuse it in writing. This is 

standard procedure for tour companies. Please refer to the insurance information 

you received from passports for further information about coverage.
                       Payment in full is due to passports by December 1, 2005!
The envelope with your final payment to passports must have a December 1 postmark, or earlier.  

Later payments may be subject to price increases, penalties and late charges. 

Send your payments directly to: 
passports
389 Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562-1908

In the lower left-hand corner please add:

Attn: Kathy Bernard

Tour code: TX007

Questions?

Please don’t hesitate to call Mr. or Mrs. Cotter at home (990-2561 or 619-0061). We want everyone, parents and students alike, to have answers to every question so we can all have a safe, fun trip.

À un très bon voyage,

les profs

Madame Cotter et Monsieur Frasier
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Red = update                                                                                                       (for the December meeting)
Here’s the second (and longest) newsletter! This continues our policy of providing you and your parents with useful information in a timely manner. You probably have lots of questions. 

So….let’s get down to details!

OF #1 IMPORTANCE is that  - by now you should have applied for your passport – 

maybe even gotten it!  YOU MUST  HAVE A PASSPORT BY 03-11-06 !!!
What do I need to pack?

Everyone is concerned about this. After all, the weather in Paris in March can be almost anything: cold – like snowing and wet, heavy rain and wind, or if we’re very lucky – warm and sunny. The solution to this is LAYERS. You can always put on or take off an extra sweater or sweatshirt.

   PACKING RULE #1: Pack your ONE suitcase (you’re allowed only one suitcase and, one carry-on that must be 

   
able to fit under the seat) with the MINIMUM you think you’ll need…then TAKE OUT HALF!

   PACKING RULE #2: If you only THINK you’ll need it…TAKE IT OUT!

   PACKING RULE #3: If you can’t EASILY shut your suitcase…TAKE STUFF OUT!

   PACKING RULE #4: If you can’t easily CARRY your suitcase…TAKE STUFF OUT!

Just because your suitcase has wheels doesn’t mean you can count on using them. Make sure you can LIFT your suitcase and CARRY it. (On one trip the hotel elevator was out of service and everyone had to climb 4 or 5 flights – up and down –  with their stuff.) You must be able to carry your OWN suitcase. Porters will not be available to assist our group at any time.

   And, please note that there can be a 44 lb. MAXIMUM for checked luggage on international flights.

If your suitcase weighs more than this you may not be able to take it! 

Or, you may have to leave things at the airport – things you may never see again!!!
Your suitcase LEAVING HOME should have room for things you want to bring back. 

  Be sure to account for how much it will WEIGH on the way back- no more than 44 lbs! 

    PACKING RULE #5:  Layer… LAYER…LAYER!
Clothes for the plane

Think COMFORTABLE, LOOSE and WARM. Tennis shoes and sweats are fine. Don’t expect to make a fashion statement when we arrive in Paris! It’s a very long trip. You’ll be best off wearing clothing you feel relaxed in. We’ll all be tired and disoriented when we arrive in Paris…so tired that the goal of our first day will be to stay awake until after dinner! Sounds easy, doesn’t it? Don’t bet on it. Jet lag WILL take its toll. Being comfortable on the plane will help get you through this first day.

PLEASE NOTE that when we arrive in Paris you won’t have time to change clothes, take a 

shower or, take a nap. The best you can hope for is a chance to “freshen up” on the plane 

(brush your teeth, change your undies, wash your face and put on deodorant). Make sure the things 

you’ll need for these refreshing and vital tasks are in your carry-on bag! 

Clothes for Paris

Think CASUAL and WARM. Since weather conditions can range from bone-chilling cold and snow to warm and sunny, you’ll have to be prepared for anything. LAYERS will let you adjust to circumstances. Mornings and evenings are typically chilly; afternoons can get quite warm. But it’s easy to take off or add a sweater, sweatshirt and/or a jacket. The key is to… plan in advance!
You do NOT need a fancy or formal outfit. You DO need to bring comfortable walking shoes. Expect to spend LOTS of time walking, often on cobblestone streets. It’s best to have two pairs of comfortable shoes (you don’t need more than that unless you’re a shoe freak like Madame!) so you can give your tired feet a change now and then. If you’re buying NEW shoes, break them in NOW! Leave flimsy and formal shoes at home. 

Carry-on luggage

Your ONE carry-on MUST be able to fit underneath the seat in front of you  even if you can put it in the  overhead bin. The total dimensions (L+W+H) cannot exceed 45 inches. This is an airline rule, not passports’ or ours. Ladies, please note that at this time a purse does not “count” as a carry-on; gentleman - camera cases fall into the same category. 

Based on our travel experience, we suggest your carry-on contain the following items:
· One change of undies and socks  –  especially important if our checked baggage is delayed!
· Basic toiletries – toothbrush, small toothpaste, small deodorant – think “sample sizes”.
· An umbrella – the smallest folding one you can find.
· All medications you need. These MUST be in their ORIGINAL CONTAINERS. If you take any prescription medicine, it’s a good idea to bring a copy of the prescription with you – just “in case".

· A spare pair of eyeglasses – a MUST if you wear contact lenses! Lens wearers also need to have cleaning solution with them in their carry-ons.

· An address book & a journal or small notebook, plus 2 pens or pencils. (you’ll be glad you did!)
· Your camera and film – no film should be in your suitcase! 

· Books, magazines, a Discman with CDs, video games, etc. to help pass time on the plane.
· Your warm jacket (NOT just a windbreaker) – that you can wear onto the plane then put in an overhead compartment or use if the plane is really cold. You’ll probably need it on arrival!

· Don’t forget! Since 9-11, carry-ons cannot contain any potentially dangerous items like razors or tweezers – pack accordingly please. It’s a very good idea to use see-though zip-lock type bags for storing any items, especially those in your carry-on.

Preparing to Leave: a checklist before leaving for the airport.
These items must be “on your body” at all times - NOT in your luggage or a backpack!
1. Your PASSPORT. You can’t even get on the plane in Austin without it!
2. Your TRAVELERS’ CHECKS*, ATM cards and/or debit cards plus a few DOLLARS -about $25- to cover en route expenses like snacks & drinks during airport layovers. You can get American  

       Express travelers’ checks at most banks in Round Rock. Be sure to ask about short-term debit cards.
DO NOT count on ATM or debit cards for all your spending money! The cards sometimes get “eaten” by the machines; then you’re stuck! And, if lost or stolen they cannot be replaced! In any case, if you choose to use ATM cards, be sure to check with your financial institution before leaving. US PIN numbers don’t always work in European machines, which use 4 numbers – there are no letters on the machines at all!

       “Just in case” - we recommend that spending money include at least $100 worth of travelers’ checks.

3. Some EUROs – we recommend the equivalent of $100 US because we won’t have time to 

      change money until Monday afternoon, BUT you will need CASH all day Sunday and, until after    

      lunch on Monday. NB: Madame and Monsieur will not be bankers in currency exchange for you!

4. Your AIRLINE TICKETS and BOARDING PASSES. Once we get to our hotel in Paris we’ll  

      collect them to put in the hotel safe until we leave Paris. Until then they are your responsibility!
5. OPTIONAL and for EMERGENCIES ONLY: credit cards 

DO NOT carry ANY of the above items in a BACKPACK –  pickpockets love them!

Some considerations

Electric appliances in France run on 220 volts. Our 110-volt appliances will NOT work unless they are equipped for DUAL VOLTAGE (a switch on the side) OR you have a suitable TRANSFORMER. In both cases you also need a PLUG CONVERTER because the sockets are different from ours.

Everyone needs a watch. If you don’t usually wear one you will need to during this trip. Don’t forget your alarm clock! Wake-up calls are unreliable and we’re not going to be waking you up! If we need to do this it will be about 5 minutes before we have to leave – this means there is a problem that may involve parent contact.

We’re sure you’ll want photos from our trip. A small, inexpensive, automatic camera is best. Even disposable cameras will suit most needs. If you bring a digital camera you must be extra careful about never letting it out of your sight. They “disappear” very quickly and silently. We strongly advise against bringing a full-size, expensive camera UNLESS you are very experienced in its use. They are a favorite target for pickpockets and thieves and may not even do as good a job as a small disposable camera if you don’t know what you’re doing. For these reasons and more we want no one to bring a camcorder.

An important note about calling home

Please DO NOT tell your parents you’ll call them “when we get to Paris”. Time differences, possible flight delays, waits for luggage, delays clearing customs, getting to and checking into our hotel, added to the usual uncertainties of coordinating a large group, make expecting a telephone call at a specific time impossible. All this does is worry your parents when you don’t call when you said you would. If you MUST make a SHORT call for your one week in Paris (remember: we have LOTS of people!), tell your parents you’ll do it as soon as you can but it will not be until at least Monday morning (CST 6-8am). We’ll even help you make the call, probably from American Express, while everyone is changing money.

IN CASE OF ANY EMERGENCY, the first thing we’ll do is call! For individual students 

we’ll call that student’s parents. The TELEPHONE CHAIN will quickly spread the word 

about situations affecting the group. We’ll give you information for the telephone chain at the next meeting.

Leave your cell phone at home!  It won’t work in France because the system is different plus, we don’t want you constantly on the phone at the airport where you should be paying attention to your surroundings and to the group. If we see you on your cell phone at any time during the trip we will confiscate it until it is really needed. I would still do this – or try to.
If you’re thinking about using a CALLING CARD, be sure to discuss its use with your parents. Be aware that it will be EXPENSIVE – at least $1 US per minute. Charges add up fast! Don’t plan to call your friends just to let them know you’re in Paris. Prepare your girlfriend/boyfriend in advance for your absence – and buy a nice gift!

   Do NOT make any outside calls from our hotel !!! Hotels charge extra and may legally 

    charge up to 5X the cost of a call as a service charge. YOU will have to pay the hotel before the 

    group can leave! If you must make a call, please ask for help so your costs can be minimized.

Security Measures

We’ve always stressed “keeping a low profile”; in other words, not attracting attention to yourself by actions or appearance. This has been so you can “blend in” to have as much of a ‘native’ experience as possible in this short period of time. These non-tourist experiences have been the most remembered and valued part of these trips on the part of the students as well as the teachers

Since 9-11 this is even more important – not because of terrorists but because of pickpockets. Pickpockets are the number one and virtually only problem. Know where your money and passport are at all times. Don’t make it easy for them (NO FANNY PACKS!) They are pros but will go on to the next victim (and there are plenty!) as long as you take a few precautions:
LADIES: A purse must be sturdy, with a zipper closure AND, if possible, a flap with a clasp.

   It must also have a long strap so you can wear it ACROSS your body. A backpack must NOT 

   be used as a purse; instead use your money pouch for all your valuables.

GENTLEMEN: you must NOT keep your wallet in your back pocket OR in any jacket pocket.  

   Use your front pants’ pocket and always KNOW where your wallet is. Just because it’s in your  

   front pocket doesn’t mean it can’t get picked. You need to pay attention!

MONEY BELTS/POUCHES that go UNDER your clothes – not in backpacks – provide the best security. There are many types. A little research will find the one that is best for you. Any store that sells travel gear can advise you. Or, ask one of your sponsors – we’ve tried most of them! 

NEVER USE BACKPACKS to carry anything important or valuable.

                        
  THEY ARE NOT SAFE ! 

          Specific advice about other security issues will be discussed in detail at another meeting.

     We will be more serious about them than ever because of 9-11.  Just remember – 

      LISTENING TO THE DIRECTIONS OF YOUR SPONSORS IS OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE!

           We want everyone to be safe so that everyone can have a great time!

Things you can do over Christmas Break

· Rent a Paris video/DVD or two from your local video store. There are some very good travel videos that will enhance your travel experience and help you plan your free time.

· Check the library for travel and picture books or a bookstore for travel guides. Buy or rent some!

· There are lots of great web sites to give you ideas of things to do.

· Start to plan your free time itinerary. What do YOU want to see and do? Don’t forget that as a member of our Round Rock group you’ll need to coordinate your interests with those of other group members because NO ONE is EVER permitted to go anywhere alone!

· Buy some Euros. Remember, you’ll need some cash for the first few days when there’ll be no chance to change money. The euro equivalent of $100 US is a good amount. You have several options to obtain Euros locally:

1. If you have an account at NationsBank, Bank One or Texas Commerce Bank, you can buy Euros at their main offices in downtown Austin. You MUST have an account with them or they won’t change your money. Check with your own bank for further information.

2. Your bank or credit union may be able to order Euros for you. It will take several days and there will be a small charge. This could save you a drive into Austin, so it can’t hurt to ask.

3. You can drive down to American Express at 2943 West Anderson Lane (near Mopac). They have a foreign exchange desk that anyone can use. Call first (452-8166) to see if they have Euros and BRING CASH. They don’t accept checks or credit cards for foreign exchange.

When you change money, insist on the SMALLEST denomination bills they have. It is difficult to spend 50€ and 100€, or larger, because vendors often can’t make change for bills of this size when you’re only buying a coke. 10€ and 20€ bills are much more convenient.

Before you buy the travel items you need for this trip don’t forget to ask friends and relatives if you can borrow them or, give them holiday gift ideas: travel alarms, folding umbrellas, money belts, luggage, etc. Also, ask them for travel advice – type of money belt, hard or soft-sided luggage, and souvenir ideas…as always, the more you know the better the trip will be.

Questions ?

Call Sue or John Cotter at home (990-2561, evenings or weekends) if you have questions or need more information. You can leave voice mail for Sue at RRHS: 464-6208 or e-mail her at Sue_Cotter @ roundrockisd.org.. We want every question to be answered to your satisfaction!

Meeting reminder

      Don’t forget we have two more Monday meetings -- January 12 and February 23 –
                                                  right after school, at Conan’s. 
Final thoughts…

Please don’t forget that you’re going to Paris for some new and different experiences. Some you’ll like and some you won’t. When you find one you don’t like, remember that someone who does like it does not want to hear your opinion that it’s “stupid” – especially if that someone is French! You are a guest in France and an ambassador for the United States. We know you’ll make us proud.
À un très bon voyage!
les profs
Madame Cotter, Monsieur Frasier,

Madame Johnson et Monsieur Cotter
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RED = update                                                                                                                                      (for January meeting)
How are your preparations for our trip coming? By now they should be well along. It’s only 60 days ‘til our departure – and you won’t believe how fast the remaining time will fly! Remember to share this newsletter with your parents! Don’t forget about our last meeting : Monday, February 23!
What to do next

1. Complete the attached FORM – this is VERY IMPORTANT. We can’t assemble a telephone chain without it and, as you will see, it covers other matters that will affect you personally. 

Please return this form to your teacher/sponsor ASAP.

2. Get some TRAVELERS’ CHECKS*. Don’t wait until the last minute, the time to do this is NOW.

3. Make PHOTOCOPIES of your PASSPORT photo page and TRAVELERS’ CHECKS numbers 

as soon as you have both. If they get lost, these will be needed. Fortunately these events are rare,  

but we have found out how useful these copies can be! Make THREE copies (yes, THREE!!!), give
a. one to your teacher/sponsor ASAP. PLEASE give us only ONE sheet of paper - passport info  

      on one side/travelers’ check’s #s on the other! Most photocopiers easily make two-sided copies. We 

      must take these with us to Paris in our carry-ons along with other materials for our group. Paper is 

      heavy! We need you to help us out with this!

b. one to your parents/guardians to keep at home.

c. one to take to Paris. Keep this somewhere other than with your passport and travelers’ checks. A good place is in your suitcase. You probably won’t need it, but if you do you will be VERY glad you have it!

Money Matters

As we mentioned in newsletter #2, you need to take about $25 US for the trip TO Paris AND, save another $25 US for the trip FROM Paris. During our layovers, which could be long, you may want money for a coke, some snacks or something to read. Be sure to save some of your spending money for the way home! You might want to put it in an envelope that you can set aside when we arrive in Paris. Seal it and stash it in your suitcase, or the hotel safe, to forget about until we go home. You’ll regret it on the way back if you have no money to spend on a coke – with ICE!

Reminder: you need about US $100 in Euros to get through the first couple of days in Paris. We will NOT have the opportunity to change money on the day we arrive. And, the next morning is our city tour, so it won’t be until AT LEAST late afternoon on our second day that you’ll have a chance to get Euros. We will take everyone to the American Express office near the Opéra at this point but you’ll still need to pay for lunch, snacks, etc. before this. You CANNOT use US dollars in Paris! 

[See newsletter #2 for information about changing money.]

     If you need to head into Austin to change money or buy travelers’ checks, good days to do it are  

     Monday, January 19 or, Monday, February 16 the ONLY remaining business day before our trip    

     when there is no school. Remember that the nearest American Express office is at 2943 West 

     Anderson Lane – between Mopac and Northcross Mall, 452-8166 - and, you need CASH! 

If you, or a parent, are a member of AAA you can get travelers’ checks there free of charge (the usual charge is $1.00 per $100.00 bought). Your parents may be able to get them for you at AAA.
An alternative for getting Euros is to call 1-888-CHASE84 to order from Chase Manhattan Bank’s “Currency To Go” program, their advertising says they’ll deliver to your door the next business day and you can use a Visa or MasterCard. Check their website at  www .chase. com.
If you choose to use an ATM or debit card, please do not use it for all of your spending money! “Eaten”, lost or stolen cards cannot be replaced. Travelers’ checks can be. We recommend that ½ of your spending money be in travelers’ checks.

IMPORTANT! If you choose to use an ATM, debit or credit card for any or all of your spending money we are limited in how we can help you if they are lost, stolen or “eaten”. We do NOT want the responsibility and/or the liability of having your card #s or PINs. We recommend you have a copy of the card’s number in you suitcase. We found that you should tell your bank BEFORE you go or they may not work!

   *I’m still not sure about them not taking Travelers’ checks What if they lose the ATM card?
Tip Money

Tips are a required part of traveling expenses and have been included in calculating how much spending money you need during this trip (refer to the cost estimate you’ve already received; more are available if you can’t find yours). Your teacher/sponsors will collect 35€ (about $50 US) from you as soon as possible after our arrival in Paris. This will cover all major tipping responsibilities for people such as our courier, city guides, museum guides, bus drivers, hotel personnel and others that we can take care of for the group as a whole. It is not optional!
In Paris you’ll only need to worry about minor tipping situations such as for our maid in the hotel or for special services. Please ask us if you have a question about whether a tip is appropriate or how much you should give. Remember you don’t have to tip at restaurants but it is customary to leave, at the most, one or two Euros (1-2% of the bill).

What to expect on departure day

We’ll meet at the airline’s check-in desk at the Austin airport at least two but probably three, hours before departure. When you get there we’ll have a packet for you that contains:

1. your TICKET and BOARDING PASSES. passports will not send the tickets directly to you. 

2. a LUGGAGE TAG for you to fill out and attach to your checked suitcase. This will identify your bag as belonging to our group.

3. Some interesting PARIS INFORMATION to get you “in the mood”!

YOU are responsible for YOUR TICKET & BOARDING PASSES while we are ‘en route’ ! Once we arrive in Paris we’ll collect your tickets and store them in the hotel safe until we need them again. This way, you won’t have to worry about your ticket while we’re in Paris. We can also put emergency credit cards and return trip money in the safe if you want.

A TELEPHONE CHAIN must be compiled prior to our departure so that parents/guardians can be quickly and efficiently notified of any unforeseen circumstances. When they bring you to the airport we’ll give them a copy of the chain along with our hotel and flight information. 

 

   DO NOT LET THEM LEAVE UNTIL THEY HAVE THIS INFORMATION!

          We can’t compile the telephone chain until everyone has returned the attached FORM 

                                                  – please do so ASAP.

Questions?

Now is a good time for you and your parents/guardians to review our previous newsletters. 

                                       Be sure to show them this one!

Please feel free to call Sue or John Cotter at home (990-2561, evenings or weekends) if you have questions or need more information. While the answers to most questions can be found in the newsletters, you may have a very specific concern we can help you with. You can leave voice mail for Sue at RRHS: 464-6208 or e-mail her at Sue_Cotter @ roundrockisd.org.
We encourage questions at our student meetings. Questions are part of being well prepared. If one comes up, it is a good idea to make a note of it so you can ask it later. Your insight could make a better trip for everyone. 

À un très bon voyage!

-les profs
    Madame Cotter, Monsieur Frasier, 

                             Madame Johnson  et  Monsieur Cotter 
About the attachments                                     IMPORTANT !!! 

On the reverse is a copy of the “RULES & REGULATIONS” for our trip and attached is a FORM for you and your parent/guardian to fill out, sign and return to us ASAP. 

1. Read the “rules & regulations” carefully to be sure you and your parent/guardian understand them. They list our expectations for your conduct and behavior while on our trip and were given out at the parent meeting in May. Please note that this list combines the rules specified by passports with two additions by your Round Rock sponsors. These are based on the experiences of our 13 previous student trips since 1980 and consider the legal and moral responsibilities of all parties involved. We believe it is essential that everyone know what is expected of them. And it certainly is best that all of these issues be defined explicitly in advance. This way, we can best ensure that EVERYONE has a safe, fun trip (did we mention exciting?). 

The majority of these rules are simply common courtesy plus the normal safety precautions for any foreign traveler*. They are meant to give you more fun, not less. Virtually every student who has traveled with us considers this trip to be one of the, if not the, best experience they have ever had. We have rarely had to invoke any sanction for the violation of these “rules & regulations”; but we will invoke them if your behavior means we need to.

*9-11 only reinforced our basic travel philosophy of keeping a low profile in action and 

  in appearance. We have always encouraged students to blend in with the local   

  population. In 2006, we will be especially vigilant in doing so. 

2. We need the information for the telephone chain so that we can reach your parent/guardian “just in case”. We’ll compile the numbers into an alphabetical list that we’ll give them at our departure from the Austin airport. We realize that many of them have several phone numbers. Please ask them to give us the BEST number – the one where we’ll be most likely to reach them if we need to. In an emergency, valuable time can be wasted if we have to go through a half dozen numbers before we get someone who can help us.

We also need to know if there is anything special we should know about you: 

    like medical conditions or medicines – that we don’t already know about. 

THIS INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT IN THE STRICTEST CONFIDENCE,

BUT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT IT IN ADVANCE!

please see reverse  >>>>>
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All student participants are subject to the rules & regulations below. These rules have been established in order to ensure uniformly reasonable standards of behavior and conduct among all tour participants, keeping in mind the safety and well-being of the group as a whole as well as individual participants. These are our RR rules, based on 26 years of student travel experience, as well as those of passports. THEY WERE GIVEN TO YOUR PARENTS AT OUR MAY MEETING and are THE RULES whether or not your parents were at that meeting.
1. All student participants are subject to the authority of their teacher/sponsors and group leaders at all times. 
             THERE WILL BE NO DISCUSSION OF THESE RULES IN PARIS UNLESS YOUR PARENTS ARE INVOLVED VIA TELEPHONE.

2. Student participants must be in their own hotel rooms from 11pm until the next morning. If a group activity runs past 11pm, this begins when you arrive back at the hotel. Respect other guests by keeping noise to a minimum after 10pm. Girls in boys’ rooms and vice versa are not permitted. We expect you to be in your OWN ROOM for “evening check-in”. You may visit other students before this but you may NOT socialize in hallways, stairwells, etc. or do anything to deprive anyone of the right to a good night’s sleep. This includes your sponsors and other hotel guests as well as your roommates who may want to go to sleep before you do. This means too much noise can invoke penalties (Please see #5)! This is why passports forbids “parties” unless they are organized by the group leaders.

3. Participants must respect hotel property. You will be responsible for any damage or missing items including items moved in a mini-bar. In the event that no one person can be deemed responsible for damage or a missing item ALL of that room’s occupants will be held jointly liable. Removing any hotel property from a hotel room is considered stealing and is, as with any other infringement of the law, subject to legal penalties.

4. Participants must be punctual for all group activities. Failure to do so inconveniences others. You DO NOT want to be responsible for someone missing a scheduled activity! Participation in all planned group activities is MANDATORY. This means you must be ready to LEAVE the hotel by 9am every day, earlier if required. If you want breakfast, you must sit down at a table to have it – no “grab & go”- plan in advance.

Illness is the ONLY acceptable excuse for tardiness or non-participation. In the case of illness, a doctor will be called and you will be  

required to follow all medical advice. In such cases where medical consultation is necessary, your parents will be called immediately.

5. Participants under 21 years of age are NOT permitted to consume alcoholic beverages. Note that hard alcohol is ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN. Suspected possession or use of hard alcohol will be cause for a room search, an immediate call to parents, confiscation and, the possibility that you will have to spend your remaining free time under the close supervision of a teacher/sponsor.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU CAN BE SENT HOME FOR THIS VIOLATION!
NB: This penalty is for the entire room and may include adjoining rooms!!

6. A letter of permission MUST be obtained from your parent/guardian before our departure from the US if any student participant wishes to leave the group during our tour to visit nearby friends and relatives.

7. The rental of motor vehicles is forbidden. Excluding public transportation, student participants are not allowed to enter or ride any motor vehicle that has not been pre-arranged by passports.

8. No participant is permitted to be in possession of any illegal or controlled substances. If you violate the law you are on your own: 

neither passports nor your teacher/sponsors nor the US government is responsible for helping anyone who violates the law. 

        Note that any required medication MUST be in its original container. A copy of the prescription should also be carried along with any such 

         medication.      ANY suspected illegal drug use will result in the immediate termination of THE TOUR

         for the person/s involved and, can result in the ENTIRE GROUP going home early!

9. Participants are responsible for lost or stolen passports, visas, tourist cards, spending money, airline tickets, and personal property. Neither passports nor your teacher/sponsors assume any liability for these items.

10. passports programs are educational. Student participants must pay close attention to the tour director and city guides while they are speaking. It is strictly forbidden to use cell phones, CDs, play cards, etc. during any guided commentaries or visits. Please note that cell phones, i-pods and the like may NOT be used while walking around the city or during any group activities. You need to pay full attention to your surroundings and know what the group is doing at all times. Those who insist on being outside the hotel in Paris with cell phones, headphones, etc., will lose them for the duration of the trip. PLEASE BE SURE YOU UNDERTAND THAT THERE WILL BE NO SECOND CHANCES!
11. During your free time you may NEVER go out alone. Student participants MUST stay together in groups of three or more. You need to inform your teacher/sponsors of your tentative plans in advance and must be back to our hotel in time to join our group before departing for dinner. (If everyone is responsible about being on time our group may be able to meet at the evening’s restaurant, giving you an extra hour, or more, of free time!) Be sure you know the times we are leaving or meeting when you plan your own free time.

12. Student participants are NOT EVER permitted to go out after dark without a trip sponsor. ANYTHING that requires your leaving the hotel in the evening MUST be approved by a sponsor and, MUST be chaperoned by one.

Know that any serious or repeated violation of these “rules & regulations” will result in an immediate collect call to your parent/guardian, plus possible dismissal from the program. Student participants who are dismissed from the program travel home at their own or parent/guardian’s expense. This includes all expenses for any teacher/sponsor requested or required by the parent/guardian to accompany the student.
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 «THE FORM»
You need to complete all parts of this form and return it to your teacher/sponsor ASAP.

Agreement to the “rules & regulations”

We, parent/guardian and student, have read the Paris 2004 “rules & regulations” for 

student behavior and conduct during our trip to France. We accept and agree to abide

           by these conditions. We understand that any violation CAN result in penalties as severe 

as being sent home at your own expense.

____________________     
____________________



    parent/guardian signature

          student signature

Telephone chain – “just in case”

Parent/guardian: please give us the best telephone number/s where we can reach you during our Spring Break trip to France (March 11-19). We’ll compile these numbers into a list that will be distributed to all parents/guardians at our departure from the Austin airport. We want to be sure that everyone can be quickly and efficiently notified of any unforeseen circumstances or emergency situations, such as bad weather, causing a delay on our way home. A telephone chain is the best way to keep everyone “in the loop”.

We realize that you may have many numbers but if it is an emergency, valuable time can be wasted if we have to go through a half dozen numbers for each student before we get someone who can help us. Please pick the “best” one – cell phone numbers are great!

In the DAYTIME it is best to call ______________________at_______________________






               name


                     number

In the EVENING it is best to call  _____________________ at_______________________







   name



        number

Things that sponsors should know about student participants

Please tell us if there is ANYTHING that you think we should know especially if it

concerns medical conditions or medication. We’re asking about this only to be able to

ensure the health and well-being of all of the participants in our program. 

        THIS INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
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Red = update                                                                                                                                  (for the February meeting)
Our departure date is almost here! Please take the time to read through all of our previous newsletters and be sure to have your parents review them as well. Now is the time for your last minute questions. We don’t want to leave anyone or anything out!

Are you ready?

By now you should have your passport, your travelers’ checks*, and some Euros – about $100US worth. With a group of 25 we won’t have time to stop to change money or use ATMs until Monday after lunch. Be sure to look at the MINIMUM spending money suggestions that we’ve given you. We’re not kidding when we tell you that Paris is expensive!  * ATM cards?
It’s time to plan what you’ll be taking with you. A packing list will help get you organized. The trick is to keep it as short as possible. You can use the list we’re providing as a guideline. Remember you’re not trying to make a fashion statement, you can wear some things more than once and  “keeping a low profile” is important! 

If you haven’t already turned in “the form”, copies of your passport picture page and, copies of your travelers’ checks’ numbers, DO IT TOMORROW! (Remember to make 3 copies and use only one sheet of paper for each copy) We MUST have the forms to make up the telephone chain – we need the information NOW. Once we’re at the airport it’s too late!

Our flights

Unless there’s a last minute change, here’s our travel plan. The good news is that the layovers are long enough for you to get something to eat. The bad news is we don’t know when we’ll get to have lunch on Sunday and, dinner could be as late as 8pm…so, bringing munchies is a really good idea.
         DEPARTURE: SATURDAY, MARCH 11

You MUST be at the airport NO LATER THAN 10:30am because it will take time to 

process such a large group. This is when you’ll get your ticket and luggage tag.



Leave Austin @ 1:19am on Delta flight 584/Arrive Atlanta @ 4:30pm



Leave Atlanta @ 7:500pm on Delta 50/Arrive Paris CDG @ 9:25am (
Don’t expect food on our flight from Austin to Atlanta. Bring munchies, maybe a small bottle of water. Non-alcoholic drinks are free but the flight attendants may be busy. We won’t get dinner until we’re well out over the Atlantic. But, unless we’re delayed for some reason, you will have time to get some food in Atlanta. If you need to eat or won’t eat airplane food – and you know who you are! – BRING MUNCHIES! Keep in mind that lunch on our first day in Paris could be late – it will be a priority but…you never know! If you need to have munchies to tide you over – BRING THEM WITH YOU!

             Return:  SUNDAY, MARCH 19



Leave Paris CDG @ 1:40pm on Delta flight 51/Arrive Atlanta @ 5:25pm



Leave Atlanta @ 6:50pm on Delta flight 936/Arrive Austin @ 8:21pm

On weather

The weather is Paris in March is highly variable. The average dawn temperature is 38ºF and, it won’t be much warmer than this when we leave the hotel each morning by 9am. The average afternoon high temperature is 54ºF. BUT you need to be prepared for any contingency! While it can be warm enough for shirtsleeves – don’t count on it – there’s also the possibility of snow or sleet (bring gloves, maybe even a hat or scarf - no whining about the cold allowed!). At the very least we should expect a day or two of rain, so don’t forget your folding umbrella! Remember that you don’t need to take tons of different clothing as long as you can coordinate layers as needed. Don’t forget that an RRHS jacket is NOT the way to keep a “low profile”. Borrow a warm jacket if that’s all you have.

The back page of the Austin American-Statesman’s “B” section will give you yesterday’s high and low in Paris along with general weather conditions. Some web-surfing will give you more up to date weather conditions and forecasts. Yahoo.fr is a good place to start.

On time differences

Paris time is 7 hours ahead of Round Rock time. So, when it is NOON in Central Texas, it will be 7pm in Paris. When it is NOON in Paris, it will be 5am in Round Rock!

If you absolutely must, it is best for you to call home FROM Paris instead of having anyone call you there. Unless there is an emergency at home that requires our notification, we strongly advise against having anyone call you in Paris for several reasons:

1. The time difference means we’ll rarely be in the hotel during the daytime, and when we’re there at night we’ll be asleep.

2. The hotel desk clerks that answer the telephone are unlikely to speak English and at night, even French is probably not their first language – so he/she will have to wake up someone who can communicate. Expect this person to be very annoyed and not very helpful. Even leaving a message to call back may be a real problem.

3. To us, an emergency call means that a student must return home ASAP. For this to happen it will take a minimum of 48 hours to arrange flights and to arrive in Austin. We can’t even imagine what the additional costs would be. In 2002 we discovered that a one-way day-of-purchase ticket was almost $2200!!!

To be prepared, inquire NOW about the access numbers your long distance service requires you to use IN FRANCE. AT&T, MCI, Sprint, and other carriers have access codes you can use from Paris. You must have a PIN that consists of 4 numbers – French ATM pads don’t have letters. Call now for directions because your cell phone will not work in France. We will help you place one call home.

As we told you in our second newsletter, DO NOT tell your parents that you’ll call as soon as you arrive in Paris. Times differences, possible flight delays, waits for luggage, clearing customs, getting to our hotel and checking in plus the usual difficulties of coordinating a large group make it just about impossible to place calls on our first day in Paris. Plus, everyone will be disoriented from jet lag – remember, our first day’s goal is to stay awake until after dinner!

If there is any emergency, calls home are a priority. Otherwise, please let your parents know that the first chance you’ll have to make a SHORT (no more than 2 minutes) call will be on Monday, when we have our first chance to change money. This will be from 1-2pm Paris time (6-7am Round Rock time). REMEMBER – this is just an estimate!.

A final word about behavior

Don’t forget that you’re going on this trip to experience Paris – not to go crazy because your parents aren’t with you! We have a large group so this is especially important in the hotel where there will be other guests. You’ll get one warning about inappropriate noise and behavior, after that we’ll call your parents – right then. If a hotel guest or employee tells us about your behavior, there is no second chance before we call your parents. We will ask them to remind you how to behave. A second phone call will mean your early return trip is going to be arranged and you will be grounded in the hotel until that happens. We want you to have fun but we also want you to respect the needs of others.  We know you will so…merci d’avance!
Au 11 mars à l’aéroport d’Austin!

les profs

Madame Cotter, Monsieur Frasier

Madame Johnson et Monsieur Cotter
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On your body at all times
(   a money belt  for your valuables containing

(    your  PASSPORT 

(    travelers’ checks/ATM cards (remember ATM cards may be unreliable and cannot be replaced)
(   credit cards (we recommend you put these in the hotel safe when we arrive in Paris)

(   an other  form of photo ID – ie: driver’s license, RRHS ID, etc.

(    about $25 US for the trip over (save another $25 for the way back)
(    about $100 US  in Euros for the trip over; after that have no more in cash than 

you plan to spend in a day and, can afford to lose!

(    a watch

(   carry or wear your jacket onto the plane

(    __________________________

(   __________________________ etc.

You’ll get your plane tickets and boarding passes at the airport. YOU are responsible for them until we get to the hotel in Paris!  You will need to show your passport to the agent at the check-in desk in Austin and again as we board our plane for Paris – probably more often than that! You’ll also need to show it at passport control when we arrive. In other words…be sure your passport is readily available!
In your carry-on

(    your camera and  all film – do not put film in your suitcase unless it’s in a lead-lined bag
(    a journal or small notebook, pens/pencils – really!

(    something to read or do or listen to on the plane

(    a change of socks and undies, maybe a tee-shirt to sleep in…just in case

(    a toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant…NO RAZORS, tweezers, etc.! just to be on the safe side

(    any medicine you take – MUST be in original container and NOT in your suitcase!

(    a small folding umbrella

(    gloves, maybe a hat – even a scarf…how cold do you get? No whining about the cold! 
(    if you wear glasses, bring a spare pair/if you wear contacts bring a pair of 

       glasses and cleaning solution

(    chapstick, eye drops, antihistamines -plane air is very dehydrating and Paris air pollution  

          can be a problem for allergy sufferers and contact lens wearers
(    munchies for the plane and maybe small bottle of water – nonalcoholic drinks on the 

           plane are free; you may have as many as you want!

(    sunglasses

(    ________________________________________

(    ________________________________________

(   ________________________________________ etc.  

In your suitcase

(   PHOTOCOPIES of your passport picture page and travelers’ check’s numbers 
(    enough socks and underwear for the week plus one or two extra

(    your second pair of shoes

(    something to sleep in – you don’t need a bathrobe or slippers

(    a hairdryer, plug converter AND transformer if it doesn’t have dual voltage

(    an alarm clock – wake-up calls are unreliable/ WE WILL NOT WAKE YOU UP! 

       If we have to do this you will have one “two minute warning” - next time it could be a parent call.

As we have told you, the first time you are late you will have to meet the profs at the hotel                     before the next dinner. The next time you will be grounded at the hotel during free time. If this continues we will call your parents to see why there is a problem.

(   _______________________________________

(   _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________

(    _______________________________________  etc.

Remember

· there will be no opportunity to have your clothing washed

· you have to wear your plane clothes on the first day in Paris 

· when packing, think layers

· you don’t need a complete new outfit every day – wear things twice!
· DO NOT put any medicine in your suitcase -  put it in your carry-on

· you are limited to ONE suitcase that may not, at any time, weigh more than 44 pounds. Keep this in mind if you plan to bring back souvenirs.

If your suitcase weighs too much you may have to pay expensive charges 

              and, could be prevented from taking everything home!

Leave behind with your parents

�   photocopies of your passport picture page and travelers’ check’s numbers

�   flight and hotel information (will also be on the phone chain list)
�   phone chain list – we’ll give this out at the airport 
At the airport at the airline’s check-in area

1. Go to Madame Cotter for the phone chain and a last minute check for missing info.

2. Go to Monsieur Frasier for the hotel address sticker he will put in your passport.

3. Go to Monsieur Cotter for your airline ticket packet. Fill out your luggage tag.

4. Go to Madame Johnson so she can check your luggage tag and get you in line. She will also be able to help you at the check-in desk.

Paris 2006 : information still needed 

We still need the following information from you ASAP ! ! !
(  photocopies on one page 

(   your passport photo page

(   your travelers’ checks’ numbers

(   the «Paris 2006 Form»,  signed by you and a parent/guardian

Paris 2006 : information still needed 

We still need the following information from you 

ASAP ! ! !
(   photocopies on one page 

(   your passport photo page

(   your travelers’ checks’ numbers

(   the «Paris 2006 Form»,  signed by you and a parent/guardian

Estimating spending money

Paris is expensive!  You can spend lots of money very quickly when you don’t pay attention! Euros are real money and are “worth” more than the US dollar right now so you have to be especially careful. Below is a general representative estimate of how spending money can be divided. You can use this as a guide to adjust up or down for your own budget plan.

 
NB:  If you plan to buy clothing or special gifts, be sure to budget extra money!

               Right now the euro is very strong compared to the dollar! €1 = $1.30 (see below)
                          All of this will have to be updated, but it’ll give you an idea of what works for the kids.

7 lunches (@ US$12-15 each)
$85-$115



7 days’ munchies (cokes are US$3 each! )


$70 - $85



beverages @ 7 dinners (@ 2 cokes per meal)
           $40 - $45



tips (collected ASAP in Paris)*




$40*
money saved for trip home



           $20

3 T-shirts (you & your best friend)



$35 - $50

1 poster for yourself




          
$10 - $15

1 guide or other book for yourself


         
$10 - $15

10 postcards with postage



           $15

gifts







$50 - $75 





spending money total

$380-$480

*required!

€1 = $1.30      €10 = $13.00      €20 = $26.00      €30 = $39.00      €40 = $52.00

€5 = $6.50      €15 = $19.50      €25 = $32.50      €35 = $45.50      €45 = $58.50
