The Texas French Symposium offers many opportunities for French students from level 1 through level 6 to compete, in a broad array of categories, against their peers from across the state. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) recognizes Symposium as the official state competition for high school French students, and considers it “UIL”** equivalent. This single competition determines district, regional and state winners.

The Symposium is held throughout one weekend during the spring semester of an academic year. It begins on a Friday at about 3 p.m. and lasts until around 11 p.m. It then continues on Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to approximately 10:30 p.m. 

Student registration fees and contributions from local and francophone businesses are all that finance the annual competition. The organization of the contest and the judging of individual events are done by volunteers as arranged by the host school. 

In 2004, our 35 RRHS French participants brought home 55 individual awards, 2 group and 1 team award from the 40th annual Texas French Symposium. RRHS competed against approximately 1,000 students representing 35 schools from all over the state of Texas including private schools, an international French school and, a Foreign Language magnet school. Even against this intense competition the majority of RRHS students advanced. 


We are especially proud of this because the students are required to practice their events from 1-3 times per week for a period of approximately 8 weeks* before the competition when the sponsors must be available to monitor their progress. This means the only time available for practice is after school. Many students have to arrange special transportation home and/or time off from jobs so they can participate. Our level 4 and 5 AP students assist the sponsors in coaching the participants in addition to preparing their own events. 

*We are more than pleased with the 2004 results because, with the uncertainties of funding, the team was able to practice for less than three weeks!

    Unfortunately, “Chapter 41”  has put all of this into jeopardy.

**UIL   - the University of Texas Interscholastic League is the governing body for most inter-school competitions. Some of these include marching band, choir, drama, drill team, orchestra and athletics.

What is Chapter 41? In Texas, much of the funds available for public schools depends on property evaluations in the school districts: the higher the property values, the more the school district has available to spend on education, and vice versa. 

In 1993 the Texas State Legislature instituted a plan to help equalize the gap in school spending between the so-called “property rich” school districts and the “property poor”. The Legislature determined that once a certain level of income from property taxes was reached, districts that exceeded that limit would be declared “property rich” and be legally required to give that excess to a “less rich” district.

In 2002 the Round Rock Independent School District reached that limit. We must now send millions of dollars to other districts. Unfortunately, we need this money to operate “as usual” but don’t have it. The solution, for now at least, has been to cut programs.

The French Symposium, even as “the” TEA recognized state level competition, because it does not belong to the UIL,  lost 100% of its funding!
REQUIRED Expenses 1  we cannot compete without these!

PRIORITY #1A– school bus to San Antonio                                      $1225
96 miles X 2  + 100 miles @ $1.25/mile

$15/hour for driver X 42 hours
 + $100 overnight fee


   

2 days’ meals for driver @ RRISD rate of $30/day

1 night’s hotel for driver @ $100/night per room

PRIORITY #1B – teachers’ expenses


  
   $340
               2 hotel rooms @ $100 each (sponsors: 1 male, 1 female)

                2 substitutes for Friday @ $70 each

PRIORITY #1C – school registration                    

    $85  


2 teacher hospitality fees @ $15 each


2 teacher memberships @ $10 each


1 school membership fee @ $25           

         $1650

REQUIRED Expenses 2 

PRIORITY #2  – student hotel (35-40 students) 


$1,000

$25 per student @ 4/ room, Friday evening only.

We return to RRHS around 1-2am on Sunday.
          $2650

REQUIRED Expenses 3 

PRIORITY #3 – student registration


             $800

40 students @ $20 each, includes dinner on Saturday. 

Students pay for all other food and drink themselves ($25-30).

     
 

            grand total of  $3450 
At one time, all of these expenses were paid for by the school/district. 

                   By 2002, only priority 1A was funded. By 2003, nothing was!

The Texas French Symposium

Annual State-level French Competition

Established 1964

  TEA  approved      
                                                                 UIL equivalent

               •  from 50-60 schools represent as many as 1200 student participants

               •  25% of a school’s French enrollment, up to 40 students, may compete

               •  category entries are limited to: from one to four competitors

Competition by level of French

Level 1 through levels 5-6

Individuals
Memorized poetry                         

                                          Prose recitation

Sight reading                                                                                                        Guided speaking

Dramatic interpretation

Grammar test  





         Vocabulary test

Listening comprehension test                                                                Civilization & Culture test

                                   Groups

Dramatic interpretation


                     The BAC team

  -débutant: levels 1 & 2


              our “college bowl” team,


  -avancé: levels 3-6


         eligibility based on test scores                          General  competition

Vocal solo 





                                    Vocal group 
Instrumental solo
                                                                                                 I nstrumental group
Individual Art
Water-base or oil paint                    

                                      Charcoal or pencil

Collage

                                                                                                  Photography
School wide

Scrapbook

                                    Video   
                                                        Soccer

Awards

Ribbons, Medals, Trophies, Certificates

Scholarships & Home-stays in France & in Canada
Round Rock High School
Participant since 1980

Top Ten” Schools Sweepstakes 1989-1997

Top Ten Students” 1989, 1993(2), 1999, 2000(2)

Texas French Symposium

 Annual State-level French Competition 

- established 1964 -

TEA approved        as         UIL equivalent
[image: image1.emf]



Round Rock High School

French Students and Teachers

- competing since 1980 -

 “Robin Hood” got us good!

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

to continue competing!

I can’t figure out how to get rid of this!

Texas French Symposium 2004

Bonjour à tous les participants!


Monsieur Frasier and Madame Cotter are delighted that you want to participate in this year’s state competition on April 2nd and 3rd at Alief High School in Houston. At the same time, we don’t want you to forget that, as a member of the RRHS team, you have some serious responsibilities.

  As an individual you have got to 

· stop by Madame’s room ASAP to choose your pieces and,

· make the cassette copies you need to practice at home, then

· come to after school practice beginning Wednesday, February 4th !

                         As a team member you have got to

                        HELP US GET SPONSORS TO PAY FOR THE TRIP!!!

 Right now we have $300. We need $1700 for just the bus and the teachers!

Madame has the brochures and letters of introduction you need to go to businesses in the area. We need you to get with a friend and go to some of these businesses! Many of them are willing to donate money to academic activities – but you have to go and ask in person! You can also give this information to your parents, or even a neighbor, to take to work and give to the appropriate person – it just has to have a “personal touch” to be successful.


If every Symposium participant can find $100 worth of sponsors we’ll have more than enough to pay for everything. You can check the Eiffel Tower “thermometer” in the hall to see how we’re doing.

WE MUST HAVE ENOUGH MONEY FOR AT LEAST

  THE BUS AND THE TEACHERS BY MARCH 1ST
OR WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE!

This means you will lose your $20 registration fee and, the French Club will lose around $100. Don’t forget that you were told about the possibility of losing your registration fee when you signed up for Symposium!
          WE’VE GOT TO GET MOVING ON SYMPOSIUM 2004!

            ALLEZ, VIENS!

  Madame Cotter et Monsieur Frasier

Texas French Symposium 2004

Bonjour à tous les participants!
We haven’t hassled you about practice since we didn’t want you to spend a lot of your limited free time on it and then have it turn out that we can’t participate but…thanks to some of your wonderful teammates…
                WE’VE GOT THE MONEY FOR THE BUS !

                Now, we’ve got to start SERIOUS practice!!

         Our usual 6-8 weeks is only 3!!
TODAY - Stop by Madame’s room to choose your pieces and to make the cassette copies BEFORE SPRING BREAK so you can practice at home and…

come to after school practice beginning NOW!!!

and every day that you can until April 1st!

      
(some AP students will be available to help on a limited basis before school)

This year, more than ever, we need everyone’s help to work together. It would be great if you could work with someone during the break or get together in small groups two or three times.

We realize that we’re super short on time but you’ve known about this situation all along. We didn’t ask you to practice in January or February
but we ARE asking you to do it now.
 (Don’t forget when you signed up for Symposium you agreed to practice!)

NO PRACTICE = NO PARTICIPATION

NO PARTICIPATION = NO AWARDS

NO AWARDS = NO PARTICIPATION BY RRHS IN 2005
We’re counting on you!

WE CAN DO THIS!!!

LET’S GET MOVING ON SYMPOSIUM 2004!

ALLEZ, LE ROCHER !

Madame Cotter et Monsieur Frasier

Hotel money (about $20 per student) and permission slips due ASAP, SVP.

WE GOT THE MONEY!

SO…COME TO

SYMPOSIUM PRACTICE

EVERY DAY !!

LET’S SHOW THEM ALL THAT WE’RE THE BEST!!!

 ALLEZ, LE ROCHER!
             Texas French Symposium 2004 expenses  (estimated & final)
            



 



                   estimated         final                                                                                                                 
REQUIRED EXPENSES  we cannot compete without these!               w/district driver*    w/coach driver
PRIORITY #1 – school bus to Houston (most common site)              

$1556
          
$1002
165 miles x 2  + 100 miles @ $1.20/mile




$  516

$  512

$15/hour for driver x 52 hours  ($1/official mile for coach)


$  780
          
$  330

$100 overnight fee (substitute fee for coach)
   



$  100

$    70 

2 days’ meals for driver @ RRISD rate of $30/day



$    60

$    60

1 night’s hotel for driver @ $100/night per room (share w/male sponsor)
$  100

$    30                  

                                                                           *unfortunately, there are no extra district drivers at this time!

   





       savings w/coach as driver: $554

PRIORITY #2 – teachers’ expenses


  
   
     
$ 340
          
$ 230
          2 hotel rooms* @ $100 each (sponsors: 1 male, 1 female)



$ 200

$   90
   

          2 substitutes for Friday @ $70 each (personal days donated!)


$ 140

$ 140      



*hotel- male sponsor/coach driver share room

PRIORITY #3 – school registration                    

     
       

$  85        
$  85

2 teacher hospitality fees @ $15 each




($60 paid by French Club)
2 teacher memberships @ $10 each


1 school membership fee @ $25 





($25 paid by Mme Cotter)
1 school soccer fee
@ $10






$ 10

$  10


 PRIORITY #4 – supplies 






           $  50

$  50


audio cassettes @ $6.00/6-pack x 6 packs




$   36

$   36


½ box file folders







$     2

$     2


3 dozen pencils







$     2
            $     2


envelopes, certificates, misc. paper





$   10

$   10

PRIORITY #5 – student hotel


10 rooms @ $100 per room/ needed 9 @ $60 ea.


        $ 1000

 $540

       4 students/room = $25 each/$15 each

grand total:
     $3031        $1907
funds available


donations


$1660

personal days donated 
$  140    (2 sponsors)


French Club donation
$    60

late fees


$    35





          $1895

funds needed

$1907

funds available

$1895

needed

$ 12   (paid by RRHS French Club)

2004 cost to students: $20 non-refundable registration fee paid in November 2003



             approx. $25 for food and snacks (Saturday’s dinner included in registration)





          $45

Texas French Symposium 2005 expense estimate
            



 





w/coach        w/district driver*       
REQUIRED EXPENSES  we cannot compete without these! 

PRIORITY #1 – school bus to San Antonio              



$ 835
   
$1255     
96 miles x 2  + 100 miles @ $1.25/mile




$  365

$   365


$15/hour for driver x 42 hours  ($1.25/official mile for coach)


$  240

$   630       
$100 overnight fee (substitute fee for coach)
   



$    70 

$   100
 

2 days’ meals for driver @ RRISD rate of $30/day



$    60

$     60


1 night’s hotel for driver @ $100/night per room



$  100

$   100

                                                                           *unfortunately, there are no extra district drivers at this time!






savings w/coach as driver = $420 (-33.5%)

PRIORITY #2 – teachers’ expenses


  
   
     
$ 410
          


          
2 hotel rooms * @ $100 each (sponsors: 1 male, 1 female)


$  200


   

          
2 substitutes for Friday @ $70 each (personal days donated by teachers!)
$  140


1 substitute for judge * 

 




$    70

     * we must bring a judge, ‘05’s is male and will share hotel w/male sponsor 


PRIORITY #3 – school registration                    

     
       

$  85    $60 paid by French Club 
2 teacher hospitality fees @ $15 each







2 teacher memberships @ $10 each


1 school membership fee @ $25 






 $25 paid by Mme Cotter
1 school soccer fee @ $ 10






 

 PRIORITY #4 – supplies 






           $  75    all paid by French Club
audio cassettes @ $6.00/6-pack x 6 packs




$   36




½ box file folders







$     2




3 dozen pencils







$     2
           


envelopes, certificates, misc. paper





$   10


color cartridge








$   25



PRIORITY #5 – student hotel


10 rooms @ $100 per room


        



$ 1000

 

       4 students/room = $25 each

grand total:
     $ 2405       ($2825)

$1255 (bus) 38 students  = $33 each  [w/coach as driver: $835 = $22 each]

2004 cost to students: $20 non-refundable registration fee paid in November 2003



             approx. $25 for food and snacks (Saturday’s dinner included in registration)





          $45 

As of January 26, 2005, we have raised $995.

We expect at least $850 more.

I created a RR Symposium letterhead that didn’t copy – désolée!

 
We gave a copy of the letter below and the brochure to the kids to take to area businesses, etc.
November 20, 2004

To: Supporters of RRHS academic competitors

Re: the Texas French Symposium

I am writing to you on behalf of the French students at Round Rock High School. We have participated in the annual state-level French competition, the Texas French Symposium, since 1980 (please see the enclosed brochure). But, because of the “Robin Hood Plan” we no longer get any funding from the school or district. We must find sponsors or we cannot compete in 2005. We are asking your help. At this time, we are only seeking a commitment of support.

What we need is enough financial backing to make sure that all students who are eligible, and wish to participate in the Symposium, can do so without undue financial hardship. Our needs are modest. It costs our entire team about $3000 to compete. RRHS students must pay a portion of the total cost. Normally we expect them to pay for at least their food for the weekend, $25 to register (this includes dinner on Saturday and $5 towards transportation) and, a part of the one night’s hotel costs. In 2004, this came to less than $50 per student thanks to our generous supporters’ tax deductible donations. 

The 2005 Texas French Symposium will be held on March 4th and 5th.  We’ve already had to pay our non-refundable registration fees. For that reason, we need to know as soon as possible if you are able to help us this year. 

We do appreciate your consideration and will do our best to ensure recognition of any assistance you provide. 






           Sincerely,







Sue Cotter






              lead  French teacher, RRHS







           Sue_Cotter@roundrockisd.org






            voice mail: 512-464-6208





            
enclosure: TFS brochure
October 20, 2003

sample Thank You letters sent w/a certificate for supporting us. So they could hang it on the wall if they wanted. They might also give you an idea of who to ask for funds – parents, relatives, doctors, dentists, former students, even their parents. The letters are repetitive  but personalized (more are in a separate file if you want them)- maybe one of them will help you out -( 

            This sure beats selling something!!!
November 20, 2004

Becca Hall, Product Department Executive Assistant

Hastings Store Support Center

3601 Plains Blvd.

Amarillo, Texas 79102

I am again writing to you on behalf of the French students at Round Rock High School. We thank you for Hastings’ generous contribution to the 2004 RRHS Symposium Team. It really helped keep student costs to a minimum. We are again asking your help and will appreciate any support you can give us.

We have participated in the annual state-level French competition, the Texas French Symposium, since 1980 (please see the enclosed brochure). But, because of the “Robin Hood Plan” we no longer get any funding from the school or district. Once again, we must find business sponsors so we can compete. 

The 2005 Texas French Symposium will be held on March 4th and 5th.  We’ve already had to pay our non-refundable registration fees. What we need now is enough financial backing to make sure that all students who are eligible, and wish to participate in the Symposium, can do so without undue financial hardship. Our needs are modest. It costs our entire team about $3000 to compete. RRHS students must pay a portion of the total cost. Normally we expect them to pay for at least their food for the weekend, $25 to register (this includes dinner on Saturday and $5 towards transportation) and, a part of the one night’s hotel costs. In 2004, this came to less than $50 per student thanks to our supporters of which Hastings was the most important. 

We do appreciate your consideration and will do our best to ensure recognition of any assistance you provide. 






           Sincerely…






March 21, 2003

Tom Provost, IT Programs Manager

Schlumberger

8311 North FM 620

Austin, Texas 78726

Dear Mr. Provost,

Thank you so much for supporting our participation in the 2003 Texas French Symposium. Without Schlumberger’s donation it would not have been possible for us to compete this year. I thank you not only on behalf of the French students and teachers but also on behalf of the parents of all our participants. This generosity will not be forgotten.

Involvement in the Symposium has been the single best extra-curricular activity the RRHS French program has ever had. The student and teacher participants benefit in ways that other extra–curricular activities cannot and do not provide. We cannot thank you enough for giving us the means to participate again this year. 

Attached please find the results of the 2003 RRHS Symposium team. I was especially proud of Katie because even though she was hoarse and not feeling very well, she still did such a good job on her poem that she came in first  in her  preliminary section! That is quite an accomplishment for any level 4 student let alone one whose voice is not in top form! Katie is one in a million!

Please let us know if there is anything we can ever do for Schlumberger. It would be pleasure for us to do whatever we can for you.

Merci beaucoup!
Sue Cotter

enc: 2003 TFS results for RRHS

       receipt for donation

March 21, 2003

McClendon Electrical Services

PO Box 1493

Round Rock, Texas 78680

Dear Mr. and Mrs. McClendon,

Thank you so much for supporting our participation in the 2003 Texas French Symposium. Without your company’s donation we would not have been be able to compete this year. Your generosity in funding our transportation and teacher expenses is extraordinary and will not be forgotten. I thank you not only on behalf of the French students and their teachers but also on behalf of the parents of all our participants.

Involvement in the Symposium has been the single best extra-curricular activity the RRHS French program has ever had. The student and teacher participants benefit in ways that other extra–curricular activities cannot and do not provide. We cannot thank you enough for giving us the means to participate again this year. 

I have enjoyed Jeni’s participation in the Symposium as well as in all of our other French-related extra curricular activities. I  hope she’ll be able to continue her study of French because she has a real talent for it.

Please let us know if there is anything we can ever do for your company. It would be pleasure for us to do whatever we can for you.

Merci beaucoup!

Sue Cotter

enc: 2003 TFS results for RRHS

       receipt for donation

March 21, 2003

Robert Bingham

Sysco Food Services of Austin

101 South Chisolm Trail

Round Rock, Texas 78681

Dear Mr. Bingham,

Thank you so much for supporting our participation in the 2003 Texas French Symposium. Without Sysco’s donation some of our students would not have been be able to compete this year. This generosity will not be forgotten. I thank you not only on behalf of the French students and their teachers but also on behalf of the parents of all our participants.

Involvement in the Symposium has been the single best extra-curricular activity the RRHS French program has ever had. The student and teacher participants benefit in ways that other extra–curricular activities cannot and do not provide. We cannot thank you enough for giving us the means to participate again this year.

Attached please find the results of the 2003 RRHS Symposium team. I was especially pleased with Kristal because she worked so hard and helped so many students practice their pieces. Then, when she came in first in the state I was moved to tears because I was so proud of her! This is quite an extraordinary accomplishment for any student let alone one in level 4 where the competition is fierce! Kristal is one in a million!

 Please let us know if there is anything we can ever do for Sysco. It would be pleasure for us to do whatever we can for you.

Merci beaucoup!

Sue Cotter

enc: 2003 TFS results for RRHS

       receipt for donation
                                     July 14, 2004 - Bastille Day

Gwen Hatch

1503 White Oak Loop

Round Rock, Texas  78681

Dear Gwen,

Thank you so much for supporting our participation in the 2004 Texas French Symposium. Your donation helped make it possible for us to reach our sponsorship goal of raising enough money so that students would have to pay a fair but reasonable amount to compete. They ended up paying for their registration and meals (about $40-50 each), quite fair and reasonable for the 2-day state competition in Houston.

Taking part in the Symposium is the best extra-curricular activity the RRHS French program has ever had. It takes time and effort but the benefits are immeasurable. While getting to know each other at practice sessions, new interests are found, new friends are made. We work together to encourage and support each other. Plus, we have a great time!

During the high stress at the Symposium it is gratifying to see how visible the encouragement and support are, to the very end – win or lose. All of this positive energy rebounds to the classroom and echoes through the entire French program. I think it is one of the reasons for our success at RRHS. And…during it all, we still have fun!

I was very pleased that John decided to get involved in 2004. I know he was hesitant about participating but I’m proud that he carried through. At level 3, the competition begins to get quite fierce and I know John will do even better next year! I’m really looking forward to having him in AP French 4 this year. I’m excited to see the progress he’s made since French 2e and our trip to Paris.

Enclosed please find a copy of the RRHS results from the 2004 Symposium as well as a certificate to further express our thanks. I really appreciate all of the support you’ve given to the French program at RRHS over the past two years. Parents like you are worth their weight in gold.

I thank you not only on behalf of the French students and teachers but also on behalf of the parents of our participants. This generosity will not be forgotten.

Merci beaucoup!

