Announcing results
Here’s how we announced results. It was our one chance to highlight the French students and the program so we took every advantage.  As you will see, we got a ton of awards that year and still didn’t place in the Top Ten! I picked this particular year because we got enough different kinds of awards that you can see how we announced them all.
The first two pages were intended for PA announcements over several days, the school paper, the local town paper and the Austin American-Statesman. When we got donor/sponsors, I also included these results with their thank you letters and certificates (which I unfortunately don’t have anymore).  I made it as ‘short & sweet’ as I could but still get the all-important names in. This was enough info for most of them. The school paper occasionally wanted more so sent around a journalism student. 
 
If you have photos you are more likely to get published. The journalism/yearbook sponsor was always willing to loan us a camera. I know many of the kids have their own but I thought if we used their camera and format we’d be more likely to get in the paper - and less likely to get a pile of silly photos!
The remaining pages are what we posted in the hall between our two rooms. We had a fancy laminated ‘Texas French Symposium’ banner that we used every year and put these under it. I’m sure you can do better than this but it’s what I had at the time. My only suggestion is you make the names LARGE! They loved looking at them and bringing their friends by to see them. 
 The other thing we did was make finalist and semi-finalist certificates for each student for each event. This took some time but was worth it.  For some kids it was the only kind of award they ever got.  We would make a special thing out of handing them out in class. Symposium does give you one copy of each to color-xerox but I preferred making them with the school’s name on it. (Again, I’m sorry I don’t have them anymore.) If you can get the school principal to sign them – so much the better!  No matter how many need to be signed, it bring can only bring positive PR to your students and your program! We had a nice embosser with le français and RRHS around a fleur-de-lis to give the certificate that ‘official’ touch.

BTW – we always gave Certificats de Mérite at the end of the year to the top students in each level whether or not they participated in Symposium.  If nothing else, the parents liked them and again, it brought attention to the French program.
TEXAS FRENCH SYMPOSIUM 2001


RRHS students brought home 102 individual awards from this year’s Texas French Symposium held at Elkins High School in Missouri City/Houston on March 2nd and 3rd. They competed against over 1,200 students from more than 50 schools in the state of Texas including private schools, an international school and a Foreign Language magnet school. 

RRHS finished 11th in the overall competition! Senior Elissa Harbert deserves special congratulations because she finished 9th in the overall individual ranking of the more than 1200 competitors.

 
Our 22 state winners begin with first place:
1st place was awarded to the

advanced drama group of

Zach Atkinson 

Sarah Hemeida

Elissa Harbert 

Wendy Nagel

Jason Haskins 

Angelica Nevarez

Kelly Heenan 

Carrie Sundbeck

level I drama solo – Rebekah Haskins

2nd  place in the state went to

level IV drama solo –Sarah Hemeida

level III vocabulary – Rosalba Castillo

3rd place awards were given in
level V-VI prose – Elissa Harbert

level III drama solo - Rosalba Castillo

level I grammar – Rebekah Haskins, Tara Reeves

instrumental solo – Elissa Harbert

4th place in the state was awarded for
level V-VI poetry- Elissa Harbert

level II drama solo – Allison Mitchiner

level I vocabulary – Rebekah Haskins

instrumental group – Elissa Harbert and Angelica Nevarez

5th place went to
level V-VI drama solo – Elissa Harbert

6th place, the last state level ranking, was awarded to
level II poetry – Jewel Bridwell

level I – II drama group

Kristal Bingham 

Chance Hartman

Christina Clegg 

Allison Mitchiner

Kimberly Francisco 

Eleanor Smith

Colby Garretson

grammar level I – Christina Clegg

Our 25* state finalists were also regional winners. Regional winners include the above mentioned state winners and our Baccalauréat team members.

level V-VI    Elissa Harbert 

level II – Allison Mitchiner

              
               & Jason Haskins          level I – Rebekah Haskins

Our 56 state and regional winners* were also state semi-finalists and district winners. District winners include the above mentioned and
level V-VI poetry – Angelica Nevarez, Carrie Sundbeck

level IV poetry – Zach Atkinson

level IV prose – Sarah Hemeida, Mandi Griffith, Kristel Zoller

level III prose – Emily Calhoun,  Matt Wiederaenders, Katrina Czenkusch

level III sight reading – Sara Duffy

level II  poetry – Kimberly Francisco,  Eleanor Smith

level II prose – Paul Krynine,  Eleanor Smith

level II guided speaking – Allison Mitchiner

level I sight reading – Jessica Dunn,  Rebekah Haskins

level I guided speaking – Rebekah Haskins

level I prose – Rebekah Haskins, Tara Reeves

level I poetry – Tara Reeves

vocal solo – Kristal Bingham

instrumental solo – Jason Haskins

piano – Sarah Hemeida

Madame Cotter and Monsieur Frasier are very proud of all of the students who competed and hope this success will encourage even more students to sign up for French! 

Le français, c’est super cool! 

*  The numbers do not ‘add up’ because some of the contests do not have         

    preliminary or semi-final rounds and may proceed directly to district regional or    

    even state ranking.

The terms ‘regional’ and  ‘district’ winners are used to show UIL equivalents. 

25 state awards

31 regional awards

46 district awards__

102 total awards

       

1st  in the STATE !

advanced drama group
Zach Atkinson

Elissa Harbert

Jason Haskins
Kelly Heenan

Sarah Hemeida

Wendy Nagel

Angelica Nevarez
Carrie Sundbeck

level I drama solo 

Rebekah Haskins

           

2nd   in the STATE !

level IV drama solo

Sarah Hemeida

level III vocabulary
Rosalba Castillo

      

           3rd in the STATE !

level V-VI prose

Elissa Harbert

level III drama solo

Rosalba Castillo

level I grammar
Rebekah Haskins

Tara Reeves

instrumental solo

Elissa Harbert

          4th  in the STATE !

level V-VI prose

Elissa Harbert

level II drama solo

Allison Mitchiner

level I vocabulary
Rebekah Haskins

instrumental group
Elissa Harbert

Angelica Nevarez

          5th  in the STATE !

level V-VI drama solo

Elissa Harbert


         6th in the STATE!

level II poetry

Jewel Bridwell

level I – II drama group

Kristal Bingham

Christina Clegg

Kimberly Francisco

Colby Garretson

Chance Hartman

Allison Mitchiner

Eleanor Smith

grammar level I
Christina Clegg

Regional winners

the “BAC” team

level V-VI
Elissa Harbert

Jason Haskins
level II
Allison Mitchiner

level I 

 Rebekah Haskins

District winners

level V-VI poetry
Angelica Nevarez

Carrie Sundbeck

level IV poetry

Zach Atkinson

level IV prose
Sarah Hemeida

Mandi Griffith

Kristel Zoller
level III prose
Emily Calhoun

Matt Wiederaenders
Katrina Czenkusch

level III sight reading
Sara Duffy

level II  poetry
Kimberly Francisco

Eleanor Smith
level II prose
Paul Krynine

Eleanor Smith

level II guided speaking
Allison Mitchiner

level I sight reading
Jessica Dunn

Rebekah Haskins

level I guided speaking
Rebekah Haskins

level I prose
Rebekah Haskins

Tara Reeves

level I poetry
Tara Reeves

vocal solo
Kristal Bingham

Instrumental solo
Jason Haskins

piano
Sarah Hemeida

