Beaux Arts project – AP French 5
I’m reconstructing this from memory since I no longer have the handout I gave the kids.

We did this at the end of the grading period ending at spring break because after that we did L’Enfer – the entire class period on AP practice from the Ladd book – until the AP exam. It made a good transition. I began doing this project when we switched to Connaissances et réactions in level 5. The chapters on the beaux arts had good, but very basic, information on the artists but the testing was awful. The questions they asked had no relation to the information in the book but how could I ignore such an important part of French Culture?

We spent the first 4 weeks of the 6-week grading period (before spring break) on this. I gave an overview of the artists in the book and added things I’d learned (in a Beaux Arts course I took in grad school from Michel Dupré who was a prof at the Sorbonne – the BEST course I ever took!). I gave them a handout with the requirements and due dates (the dates are on my level 5, 5th-6 weeks calendars on APexchanges.). We went to the library once, and then they were on their own. The librarian would reserve part of the library for us and set out books for them. I believe I counted this project as most, or all, of their report card grade for the grading period. I wanted them to take it very seriously.
The students could choose any sort of artist: painter, sculptor, architect, playwright, musician, movie director, rap singer, etc. I wanted the kids to explore their own interests and share them with the class. Even though we’d known each other for a long time, we always found out new things when we did this.
.
The project had three parts. I gave this info to the students before we started.
La rédaction: 50% of the grade. A 250 word paper (I didn’t count prepositions or articles as words. They were used to this).They needed to tell about the artist’s life, artistic background and mention at least 3 specific works. They knew they’d better not use an on-line translator or copy from a French web site!!!
La presentation: 30% of grade. A 5 minute oral presentation to the class. Not memorized and not read from their paper. They were allowed to have note cards – which I looked at right before the presentation and collected right after it. They could put unknown vocabulary words on the board, on an overhead, etc. (If they used the board I had all of the presenters for that class period do it at the same time.). They also needed to have 3 examples of the artist’s work for the class so the others would have an idea of what the artist represented. I hung any visuals around the room as well as examples of writing.  I didn’t know what to do about music unless they brought a score or maybe a poster. They were proud of them and it sparked the interest of my level 1 and 2 kids (anything to get them interested in continuing to level 5!) Even with a 5 minute limit I could only get in 4 or 5 in a 90 minute block because…

While one student was presenting, the others had to take notes. I did it too and collected them at the end of each class to give back the next time. This was for…
Le Résumé: 20% of grade. Once all the students had presented, I wrote the names of all the artists on slips of paper and each student drew one. Then, using their notes, they had to tell me 10 things the student had said about the artist. They could read the notes. I compared what they said to what I had written. I used 10 for ease of grading but didn’t tell them that in advance because if I did, once they had 10 things, they’d stop listening. I did tell them the day they did their résumé.

I didn’t count anything that had been translated into English including what was on the board (except for names). They could ask a presenter, in French bien sûr, to repeat any information, in French, or to slow it down a little (it’s amazing how fast they can speak when they’re nervous!) but sometimes in frustration, the presenter would blurt out the English so I’d very ceremoniously cross it out of my notes.

 
You might want to limit them from including every date! They were THE favorite things to write down. I got tired of hearing them but it did provide good practice on large numbers, something they still need even in level 5, so I never changed limited it.

 
The only thing that can be a problem, besides the student choosing his or her artist, is that if someone was absent for a presentation. These students were rarely out so it wasn’t a big deal but I did make sure to write the name of any absentee at the top of my notes for the presentations that day so I’d remember who wasn’t there. If students chose the name of an artist presented on a day of absence (or their own artist), I’d make them switch right away. It might be a good idea to let them pick, look at the name and NOT announce it to the class so that switching can be done more or less at random. I’m sure your class is like mine were – some kids do a super job on the presentations and everyone wants to give their résumé, and some are so bad that no one wants to do it. As I’m sure you do, I made sure that the student who got “stuck” with a not-so-good résumé didn’t suffer for it.

For grading the rédaction and the présentation I more or less used the AP rubrics for writing and speaking (I gave them to the students in advance.). For the résumé, it was 10 points per fact – easy. A benefit of doing it this way was that you can do the présentation and résumé grades right in class!

This was a good “wrap up” to French 5 and a good way to share. I’d done similar projects with Paris monuments, provinces and the like, but les beaux arts were my personal favorite.
