Le français I – final project                            UN SPECTACLE  DE  MODE
                   A fashion  show -  NOT using SCHOOL CLOTHES!!!
LE BUT is to create and present a mini-fashion show à la française.



       A French fashion show includes:

1. A THEME  – color, season, function or formal, casual, sporty, etc.
2. A SCRIPT  – that describes each item (color, use, etc.). This is NOT a shopping list or an inventory!

3. MUSIC  – to go with the theme. You can use one song or several as long as they are school-appropriate.
LA CRÉATION ET LA PRÉSENTATION

1. DESCRIBE  5 different items of clothing and/or accessories using adjectives and/or phrases for each item. Chapter 10 has lots of information, as do the attached pages.
2.  EACH PERSON  IN THE GROUP must WRITE a script, READ a script and,

‘MODEL’ to a script.

.3.  PROPS AND COSTUMES  are required! They may not be obscene, illegal or     

 potentially offensive to anyone in the class
LES NOTES*: This will count as the EXAM GRADE FOR CHAPTER 10, as well as the quizzes for this chapter. This grade will include the music you chose (10%) and the
1. WRITTEN SCRIPT for YOUR OWN clothes, graded on content and accuracy in spelling and grammar. (30%)
2. READ SCRIPT for SOMEONE ELSE in the group – graded on your pronunciation and fluency in delivery. (30%)
3. MODELING – based on how well YOU follow the script being read to you. (30%)
A FINAL COPY of your script, neatly written or typed, is due on the day of the presentations: Monday, May 16th 

We will work on this in class while we work on chapter 10 and the final exam review. 

I will help you but I WILL NOT BE YOUR DICTIONARY! You will not have access to the laptops. FYI : DO NOT use on-line translators - if I think you were using them you  WILL NOT GET CREDIT FOR THAT PART OF THE WRITTEN WORK and only ½ credit for the reading and the modeling based on that written work!!! You will have time to practice in class to get ready before we videotape for the “public”. 

You will have time to practice in class and to get ready before we videotape for “le grand public”. SO…SMILE and HAVE FUN! Show me what you’ve learned this year!!

*NB: you may present a video done outside of class as your final presentation!
Teaching guidelines This is what worked for me for many years – I even have them all on video  –that I threatened to sell to “Entertainment Tonight” or some such venue when they got rich and famous – so far, no luck! I hope this inspires you.
I introduced this at the end of a week so they could go home and look through closets, and I showed a video, “Paris Fashion Today”, that I got from Teachers’ Discovery. It is now hopelessly outdated (unless they’ve come up with a new one) but it gets the idea across and the kids think it’s a hoot. And,  every once in a while, someone would wear a bridal gown as the grand finale. So, it shows they listened.
 For some reason I had vocab w/pictures from high school – dated 1968! –- that I gave them for additional words. The pictures of undies and bathing suits were hysterical but the words are the same. I know you have lots of extra vocab or can find it easily.
I also did this in level 5 sometimes because once they really begged me to do it. Kind of the “remember when “ thing seniors get into  but they LOVED it! Their descriptions had to be in the greatest detail –possible – a very good adjective review.

I found groups of 3 worked best for getting the most work done. 2 is too few and 4 is too many but sometimes you have to do it that way. I let them choose their own groups because I always hated it when the teachers did it. By this time, I knew them well enough to keep a special eye on students who might get one person to do all the work. 

I added a required theme, the “no school clothes” rule and music over the years. Each was an improvement. Kids are so into music and it makes them feel more relaxed when they model. Throughout the year I let them play their music when they were doing written work so they knew what they could and couldn’t use. Counting this in lieu of test and quiz grades REALLY upped the quality!
I didn’t have them memorize the script because fashion shows aren’t situational dialogues -. real shows are scripted anyway. Plus, they got plenty of situation practice in class and on chapter exams. This was the only time during the year they had to get up and perform.

I let them work for around 30 minutes a class in level 1, out of 90 minutes on A/B block (in 5 they could work for much longer, even the entire period so these guidelines really pertain to level 1). 

I gave them a “task” for each day that they had to show me each day.  It really helped keep them on track and on task. Since the remainder of the class was for final exam review, I could easily vary the amount of time they spent on the project. I walked around the class during all of this time.
· Intro Day at the end of the week I showed the video and gave them the handout. They got into groups to brainstorm ideas for a theme so they could look for clothes over the weekend. I did this at the very end of class so they wouldn’t mess around too much.
· Day 1 They came up with a theme. You have to insist they do this or they’ll never agree! Sometimes they do have to change it if they discover they can’t get what they need.
· Day 2 They made a list of clothes then colors/adjectives for each group member (level 5 had to describe everything In the greatest detail possible). 
· Day 3 They turned it into a script: Messieurs’dames, je vous présente….I wanted them to use porter/mettre/avoir - as many different things as possible so it wouldn’t be il porte, il porte, il porte. Their book had things like c’est agréable à porter quand il fait chaud/pour faire du…, so I had them include those. I also had them thank the model at the end so we’d know when it was over. Otherwise, they just stand there.
· Day 4 Practice reading out loud and modeling.

· Day 5 Same as Day 4 but with music. Yes, a bit chaotic - but we were used to that!
· Day 6 Showtime! 15 minutes for them to go to the restroom near my classroom to change. Then all fashion shows were performed and filmed. Then they all changed again and we watched the shows.  I always made the deal with them that I wouldn’t let other classes watch their shows - and I always kept it. Giving them time limits to change clothes really helps. 

          I don’t think anyone ever made a video at home in level 1
The boys had problems coming up with clothing ideas. A successful idea was to have them each do a different sport with all its equipment.  My colleague had one of those illustrated dictionaries that came in handy. Sometimes they were businessmen and wore jackets and ties or even suits. They could use color as a theme or even seasons. It’s a little too close to regular clothes for me, but sometimes the boys just can’t come up with anything else., in level 1 anyway.
The girls seemed to be able to come up with a lot of ideas. Once a group had everything with polka dots – even socks and shoes! They like to do formal wear so they can wear their prom dresses and can sometimes talk a boy into wearing a tux (our orchestra wore them so they could get one relatively easily). I also let them be a little risqué as “ladies of the evening” were popular. As long as they weren’t too outrageous or indecent, it was fun. I let the guys wear girls’ clothes and wigs too. The drama department was very cooperative. Just judge for yourself before you try these! Some of them got into going to Goodwill .
We’d have them choose a past decade, or each represent a different one (One of the funniest was a “Saturday Night Fever “ where the John Travolta look-alike had a wig for chest hair that no one knew about because he started off with his back to us in that typical pose!). We’ve had clowns, street people and bag ladies. Sometimes they chose a movie and dressed up like the characters. I guess video games would work too. They’ll amaze you with their creativity and how well they do this but yes…some will be just awful!
Grading I know I had a rubric but it was probably on my school computer….anyway…
· 10% for music is a gift. As long as they had it and played it they got the points. It didn’t have to match the theme although most did. I found that if I didn’t count it, they didn’t bring it. Just make sure it’s low enough so that the person modeling can hear the person reading. 

BTW, I had the person reading stand right next to the mike in the camera so we could hear them on the tape. I usually graded from the tape. It was too hard for me to grade, watch and keep an eye on all of them at the same time. I also had a student film as I am “technically challenged” and needed to supervise the general mayhem.
· 30% for each of the other things makes it 6 points per clothing item. Roughly 2 per clothing item, 2 per adjective, 2 for anything else they mention. You can tell them this in advance but in level 1, I never did. 1/2 credit (1 point) off per error
I had a rubric kind of like this and circled the points as they completed them.
Music  
        


0 ------  5  ------- 10 



  TOTAL___________/10
Written script      item 1: 1 2 3 4 5 6       item 2: 1 2 3 4 5 6   6     item 3: 1 2 3 4 5 6   
                             item 4: 1 2 3 4 5 6       item 5: 1 2 3 4 5 6   6  

   TOTAL__________/30

Reading  - same as writing.  Graded on pronunciation and overall delivery – did it seem like they had actually practiced or did it seem like this was the first time they did it? You know what I mean.

I know this can look daunting but it helped me to have very definite guidelines since I sometimes had 3 classes, always on two different days. That way it was fair and you didn’t have them questioning the grades. After you do a few you can do the reading and modeling at the same time. If the class is pretty calm you can even grade while you watch 
Modeling - same as writing. They didn’t have to be a super model - although some really got into it - just point to the correct item of clothing as it was read. It’s a good idea to warn the boys that when they indicate their shirt they shouldn’t hold it up two points in front of them “like a little girl” (Remember that from Saturday Night Live?). They’re easy enough to embarrass but this really did it when they saw themselves on video! I used to do it in front of the class and they cracked up.
This was always a lot of fun and a great activity to wrap up the year.

Amusez-vous bien!
