Ideas for National French Week

Below are some of the things we did – around the school and in class. This was our big chance to publicize the French program and we ran with it! Yes, it took some time from class to make the items and to hang them around the school but my reasoning was – if we didn’t get the kids interested in taking the class somehow, we’d be out of a job! I think we did pretty well especially for Central Texas. We had just over 10% of the school in French and 10% of those in level 5!

 I tried hanging things after school with the French Club – didn’t work too well. Some kids came but not enough to do it all. We were allowed to hang things the day before the week began and had to have them down by the end of the day at the end of the week so needed a lot of help. It worked much better for us to have the level 4 and 5 classes do most of it. 

POSTERS: I got one of each of the promotional brochures from AATF typed up some of the info and had it made into posters at our district’s media center. They used to let you have one or two copies of the brochures gratis. I don’t know what they do now. Some of what I typed up is in my ‘Why Take French?’ document. Feel free to use it but CHECK THE INFO – I did this a while back! I remember having a nice paragraph from ‘French is not a Foreign Language’ on a poster – something about French and Canada. But don’t know what happened to it. 
If you can get posters made from an 8½ x 11” page be sure to use a sans serif/clean font and leave ample margins. I had them made in red or blue ink, laminated, and then we stapled them to red or blue poster board so we could hang them around the school – especially in our ‘Student Center’, a central gathering place right near the main entrance. Many took 2 sheets of poster board, end-to-end the long way, which I also had laminated so they’d last. I don’t know why I didn’t get the posters laminated to the poster board – I think I wasn’t sure of what I wanted to do with them at first.  But that way, you can update the info on the posters w/o having to get new poster board. 
I got the poster board from a crafts store when it was on sale 4/$1. It cost $3 for each page I had blown up and 10¢/foot for laminating at the district’s media center.  I paid for it but maybe your school’s budget or French Club would help. I think it was around $30 the first time I did it. After that, anything else was included in my yearly ‘laminating trip’ and I know it wasn’t much.
https://ssl6.chi.us.securedata.net/frenchteachers.org/merchantmanager/index.php?cPath=36_38 . 
AATF: Lots of other things you can use for promotion. The links are to the left if you go to the page above.  I got the Parlez-vous sports/cuisine/etc? posters that come with a nice, large booklet that has more things you can post. I believe they’ve just been updated as of 2009. We put these in the appropriate academic area of the school along with a fact sheet using info from the booklet that came with the posters.  I just made those in a huge font - didn’t get posters made. 

One of the spring Bulletins usually has a NFW poster.
WEB SITE: This is a GREAT site for all things French - Tennessee Bob's Famous French Links    http://www.utm.edu/departments/french/french.html 

IDEAS – developed over the years…
For the school
• The fastest and easiest – have the kids make signs for as many classrooms/offices as you can. LA CHIMIE, for example, with ‘National French Week’ written on the bottom so people will know why they’re there! Even level 1 can do this. Don’t add a year or a teacher’s name so you can use them again.

We used computer paper, blue, red and black markers and stapled them to a sheet of blue or red construction paper (½ price sale of 99¢ per pack of at least 50. It could have been 100 – I don’t remember. ). I thought it finished them off nicely and sort of gave us a theme. At least it didn’t look like random hangings! BTW – I did the same thing w/spur of the moment drawings in class – and hung the mounted ’artwork’ in the hall – the kids loved it! And another way to publicize French!

An unexpected note – we could only make a limited amount of signs each year so couldn’t get to everyone. You’d be surprised at the number of people who asked me – in the hall, via e-mail and voice mail - why they didn’t have a sign and could they please get one, if not that year, then the next! We were happy to oblige.
 Although French 1 made some of them, I had 2H hang them up along with those they made and what I’d saved from previous years.  Looking back, I should have given up 30 minutes of a 90 minute block to let French 1 & 2 run around the school too.

• Hang any extra posters you have around the school in addition to the ones mentioned above, maybe with a sign saying National French Week. After 30 years I had LOTS! My favorites were in the classroom so even if they ‘disappeared’ from around the school, I wouldn’t have minded – but none ever did. As I mentioned, AP 4 and AP 5 did this along with hanging anything else. Again – yes, it did take time - an entire block- but I think it was worth it. It took another ½ block of just level 5 to get them all down again.
• I made ‘bumper sticker’ size signs on my school computer so I could print color (3/page, landscape format), w/National French Week – le français, c’est super cool! - and a French themed border. Gave them to every French student most of whom put them on the outside their French binders. Used the same signs to label posters. If I could have thought of a cheap way to get real bumper stickers, I would have.

• We devoted the October French Club meeting to sign/poster making. Our pièce de résistance was an approximately 20-foot long banner made of butcher paper - National French Week, YEAR – to hang in the Student Center. This is the only thing we put the year on. It actually became a sort of competition from year to year to see who could make the best banner. I got cheap tempura paint and foam brushes at a local craft stores – again at ½ prices - (
We also made signs/posters for our crêpe sale at this meeting. I know some schools don’t allow food sales - ( - but we made a good $300/year (between the National French Week and Mardi Gras sales) at 50¢/crêpe! If you want more info, just e-mail me - most is below.
• And of course, daily announcements on the PA. Some of those we had announced are in ‘National French Week announcements’. Just be sure to check your facts and, ask them to take French! We tried to end that way – “Come join us, take French!  - or some such catch phrase. Just watch out if you say – as I did the first year – “Take French! It’s not harder than Spanish!” I put it on the bottom of the posters too. Boy, did I hear about that!!! I wasn’t even allowed to have it w/o Spanish being mentioned!!! Some of the Spanish teachers (not all of them because they know it’s true – French is not harder) went NUTS and went straight to the campus principal. They even complained about us hanging signs at all Fortunately, her response was, ”It’s National French Week. They can do it.”
• The most successful activity was the morning CREPE SALE by the French Club. We did this before school during NFW and well as the week leading up to Mardi Gras. Selling them for 50¢ each netted us between $300-400 a year. The kids donated the batter, the club bought the rest – filling: chocolate icing, strawberry jam, and Nutella, powdered sugar for the top, wax paper sheets or cheap coffee filters to put them in – napkins don’t work, the crêpes stick to them. We found that a limited choice of filling was best.

We awarded Club points toward the year-end dinner, at a nice French restaurant in Austin that cost around $30 each. The more points earned by the end of the year, the less it cost them. I gave one point for batter and 2 points for each day a kid worked. Many would rather have dropped off batter than come to school early so that was a good incentive!

We sold about 50% jam, and 25% each of chocolate and Nutella. I bought 3 large jars of good strawberry jam, 3 icing and 3 Nutella for a week. We used most of it but The French Club never had a problem eating any leftovers! Extras are always good to bring to principals, counselors and the like.
I had an old picnic basket for what we used like: spatulas, whisks, teaspoons for filling, the powdered sugar shaker, a water pitcher (for the inevitable spills!), sponges and even a small PLASTIC bottle of oil to fire up the crêpe makers. At first it came from my kitchen but over the years the Club bought them so I could leave it all at school in one place. 

We sold the crêpes from 8:15 until 8:50 – classes began at 9:05 – so we would have enough time to clean up, more or less - and for the kids to get to class. We started in the cafeteria but when a new manager took over we had to move to the hallway outside it (a pain in the derrière), then were able to move to our Student Center - a large, open gathering place that had the benefit of being right down the hall from our rooms And, the smell of the butter and vanilla in the batter went everywhere! You need to be sure you have access to electricity – the closer the better. Extension cords are a potential disaster!

I had a sign up sheet for various jobs and for batter donations. We needed at least 3 recipes of batter a day (5 was better) and 6 kids to work.  We let the workers have one crêpe as their ‘pay’ and they could eat any that tore, got slightly burned, etc and we till made a bunch of money! At Mardi Gras I also gave them one extra necklace per day. [I’d found a place where I could get 1200 for $25. That lasted for 2 years giving every French student 3, one of each of the Mardi Gras colors and a set to each principal, counselor and office staff member I could find that day – good PR.]
We set up an assembly line w/3 crêpe makers that had been purchased over the years for club meetings so needed 3 students for that. We had 2 to fill & roll them (w/ about 1 teaspoon of filling down the middle – they’ll go overboard if you don’t limit it!), then put them in paper. 1 piece of paper, preferably, per order. A club officer sprinkled powdered sugar and took the money. If you can get an extra kid to supervise, it really helps. My colleague and I supervised by collecting the crêpes on a plate and passing them to the rollers. We also tried to clean up as we went to make it easier at the end. We always asked the kids to bring the batter in DISPOSABLE containers but only about ½ of them did so we were always washing up. The only hot water easily available was in the main office so the teachers had to do it. A pain – yes – but letting dirty containers sit around was far worse!  


 We asked the ‘customers’ for exact change if at all possible because otherwise we’d run out quickly. They were always very cooperative.  I’d start off by supplying a roll of quarters, 10 ones, 2 fives and a 10. You may also have to limit the number of crêpes a student can order at a time.  You just can’t make them fast enough if someone wants a dozen for the X team that just got done with practice.  The kids were also cooperative with this. We put all the info on a big sign and they were good about reading it – as you know, it’s just TIRESOME, not to say ANNOYING, to keep repeating the same thing (I was big on signs for everything.).

They wanted to do this at lunch as well but the logistics of this was beyond us! We had classes during 3 of the 4 lunch periods so it would have been a royal pain.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

One of the few benefits of having class every other day was that we only had to come up with 3 days of ‘fun’ things to do. Whatever we did was only for the last 30 minutes or so. We found that no matter how much fun an activity was that got them out of a regular lesson, it paled after about 20 minutes, especially in the lower levels. We rarely, if ever, did these activities in level 1 or 2, except on Mardi Gras, so it was special for them. In 3, 4 & 5 we maybe did them once a semester. We did do them at French Club meetings. In class they were just for fun.
PETANQUE: I even had a ‘professional’ set that I bought in Paris. We’d play my class against my colleague’s. We had to play on the lawn so made the ‘Round Rock Rules’. 

MONOPOLY: We had 5 sets so a whole class could play.  Because of the cards, we usually did this at level 3 and above. Our sets were so old they were still in francs!

SCRABBLE: We also had enough sets for a whole calls and found this better for level 4 and 5.

TWISTER: I even had my set from high school! And several parents donated theirs.  We changed the labels on the spinner and, depending on when level 1 learned the colors, had a poster with the names of the colors and pied droit, main droite, etc. 

This was our ‘traditional’ first French Club meeting activity – even level 1 could play by putting masking tape on their hands and feet with the correct labels and the poster w/the colors. A good ice-breaker! If you do this just warn them in advance to wear clean socks (they really need to wear socks of some kind or they stick to the board) and no short skirts! Even short shorts can be a problem!

MILLE BORNES: Had my junior high set! Plus 5 others. They loved this! I think it was the driving aspect.

ANY OTHER BOARD GAME you might have.  

The Pièce de Résistance was CHEESE TASTING! This took a lot more preparation but was worth it.

I asked each student to donate $1 (you may want $2) so we had about $200. I usually kicked in $40-50. Many grocery stores will donate items or give you a good deal but you have to ask ASAP after school starts for the year. We had to do this outside of our classrooms because of a ‘no parties’ school policy (which was actually a good thing – those ‘cultural days’ were exhausting and did you ever see the amount of trash that comes from 10 classrooms having tacos  – all day, on the same day? Now I know you’ll say “Tacos? In Central Texas?” but that’s a whole other story…!). I didn’t want to use the cafeteria because we had classes at some of the lunch times. We had used Home Ec’s cooking lab to make crêpes in the past but since we didn’t really need much in the way of equipment, I reserved a small area sometimes used for lectures to several classes (not a lecture hall). It used to be a snack bar so it was easy to keep clean. It also had a lockable storage room where I could keep all of the cheeses in coolers, the baguettes and plates, napkins, etc. It had the benefit of being in a different building than ours. This kept the other language classes from asking “Why can’t we do this too?”
I needed time to set it up so that the kids could just come down and sample the cheeses as quickly as possible. I needed about ½ hour to slice up baguettes and set out the cheese. The kids came for ½ hour of the 90 minutes class. Rather that having my colleague take the kids for 1 hour, I used personal days to get a sub (I had A LOT of them). The sub also helped when the kids came to taste the cheeses.
  
I got about 6 cheeses – most mild but one stinky for the brave. I usually got a little pâté and cornichons for the upper levels. By the time they were in level 5 this was their lunch and they kicked in accordingly. I figured about 1/8lb of cheese per kid. I got it all at the local supermarket so they would be able to find it easily. Since we did this over 2 days, I could easily run to the store, about 2 miles from the school, to get more either during my 90 conference or at the end of the day. Since you’re buying a lot the stores should let you sample. If anything seems too strong or stinky to you – don’t get it!
 I figured about 5 kids to a baguette, sliced thin. We used about 20 each day. I ordered them in advance to pick up on the way to school. We gave the kids 6 slices of baguette so they could try each cheese. Some truly do not like cheese or cannot eat it so you will have to deal with that. I do suggest you be really strict with it or you’ll have a pile of them who will only be there to mess around.  Suggesting that they go sit on someone’s classroom and do worksheets convinced all but the true cheese-haters to participate. After the first year, I did get some Bonne Maman jams and Nutella.   They could have 3 slices of bread for it AFTER they tried the cheese. Any leftovers we used for the crêpe sale or a future French Club meeting.
Any kind of blue cheese was NOT a success. I wouldn’t recommend it. No matter what cheese  you get, in level 1 (or w/9th graders you may have in level 2) you have to watch for theatric gags and the desire to spread unliked cheese on their friends  in level 1. This was the only problem. Also – insist that they clean up after themselves. 
 Successful cheeses were most brie (there is crème de brie that also comes in garlic and herbs that they really like. I know it’s not exactly French but then you don’t have to deal with the crust that most of them don’t like and won’t eat.), St André, which almost tastes like butter, was very popular. They also liked any of the cheese spreads from Alouette and Rondelé. Again, not so French but they can find it in the local grocery.  Also La vache qui rit, Bon Bel and Baby Bel. A surprise to me was the chèvre. They liked most of it especially w/basil and other herbs. There’s a local Austin producer and I thought that was great! [We’re also the home of Whole Foods but it’s not near the school and, as you probably know, the prices are pretty high. Go for yourself though. They have a tremendous selection of French cheese and some lovely vin rouge to go with it!]
Yes this was a pain–in-the–neck but I thought it was so worthwhile. Many of them continued to try French cheeses long after graduation – and that was the point, après tout!
 BTW - Another French idea for a fundraiser (and the all-important visibility) - “French Kisses” for Valentine’s Day. We did this for about 5 years and made $60-75 but stopped to concentrate on crêpes.
 3 or 6 Hershey’s kisses wrapped in a red cellophane packet tied w/white curly ribbon -3/50¢, 6/$1. What made them French is that we had an assortment of French messages in business card size to tie on: Je t’aime, Envoie-moi un mèl, etc. I guess I’d have to add ”Tweet me” but I have NO IDEA of how to say  it.  What really made us money was that for an additional $1 we’d deliver it to class and for one more $1 we’d look up the schedule! The choir already had “Singing Telegrams” and the Student Council delivered single roses so we just added to the chaos. Some group sold chocolate covered strawberries in the morning so the Student Center was like a bazaar!
We sold them before school and I had the kids sell them at lunch. I thought they could do that w/o supervision – not like the crêpes.
