Texas French Symposium 2005

Friday & Saturday, March 4TH & 5TH 

LAST MINUTE INFORMATION
If you do not hand in your permission slips and hotel money by 

Friday morning before school you will not attend!!!

We know that most of the rest goes without saying but want to be sure that

everyone is on the same wavelength…so….

Friday morning:

· Before 5th period, bring your things to Monsieur Frasier’s room. Madame will be at school by around 7:45 to let you into the 100 building.

· Remember to pack light! We won’t have lots of room on the bus.  

· We’ll load the bus as soon as we can. Everyone needs to help.

· We board by “seniority”: 1) French V, 2) French IV, 3) French III, 4) French 2 and 2e who have competed before, then those who have not, followed by 5) French I.

· You do not get an individual seat on the bus! If the number of students allows some individual seats, those who are sitting over the wheels get first choice followed by seniors in level 5, etc…

En route:

· We go to the hotel first. When we get to the hotel, you need to wait until Madame and Monsieur check everyone in to rooms before you get off the bus. This may take a while. Please be patient!

· Do not allow anyone to take your bags or you will have to pay the porterage fee yourself!

· Those who are competing Friday night need to change into competition clothes @ the hotel! 

· You’ll have about two hours for lunch and, are expected to return on time, if not early, to the bus. Remember - the amount of time we have for lunch on the Riverwalk depends on how long it takes to get everyone checked in to the hotel. 

At O’Connor HS

· Madame and Monsieur don’t know any more than you do about the school. Please don’t ask them where things are located or what kind of food is available.

· We need to stay together as a group to find a place in the cafeteria so that we know where to meet (one may have already been set aside for us) and, so you can get the competition booklet for the preliminary rounds.

· Remember– we stay until everyone is finished! This includes les profs who may be judging various events.

· Don’t just yell out Madame or Monsieur when you need to get our attention. All of the teachers are Madame or Monsieur at Symposium!

At the hotel:

· We’ll decide on a room check time when we get back. You are expected to be in your own room at this time.

· If we hear anything from or about you before we leave on Saturday morning, your parents will be called and have to convince us of why we shouldn’t have them come get you. The same goes for any other problem that may arise.

· Once we leave the hotel on Saturday, around 8:00 am, we will not be back! Plan accordingly
Saturday:

· Please help everyone from Round Rock! You can find out who made the next rounds, help them practice and even hold a place for them in line if they have more than one event at the same time.

· Do not ask Madame and Monsieur about the posting of the next rounds. They will not know!

· Nor will they know why you did or did not advance. Even when we get your ballots back, they still won’t know because they were not there and did not hear the other competitors.

· We will ask Mr. Gonzales to bring the bus back at around 5pm so that you can change into different clothes and drop off some stuff. You then need to come back into the school!

· Dinner is included in the registration price you already paid. We have no idea of what it is! Someone will have tickets for you shortly before dinnertime.

· Everyone from RRHS needs to sit together at the awards ceremony! We’ll try to send in some early scouts to get a good place (ie: away from you know who!). A section may already be reserved for us like it was last year.

· We’ll leave right after the awards ceremony is completely over. If there is a place to stop for a snack or ice cream on the way home, we’ll stop. If not, you’ll just have to wait until you get home. (Maybe there’ll be a Wal-mar - t(.)

· Once we’re back at school, we’ll be able to get in the main building only.

· We’ll unload the bus only after all of the assorted trash is picked up and ready for disposal. Please tell you parents to wait until you call to come to school!  If we are unexpectedly delayed, all they’ll do while they wait is worry needlessly.

Afterwards:

· Results will be posted in the hall and on the announcements. 

· There will be an article in the Spitfire and we hope, the Round Rock Leader. We’d appreciate copies of any photos you may have taken because it makes it more likely we’ll get an article.
· All semi-finalists and finalists will receive a certificate for each event in which they advanced.
· We will also send the results to the people that donated the money that enabled us to compete this year.
Don’t forget…we come to this to WIN!!!

We had 55 awards in ’04 with only a few weeks of practice. 

We expect A LOT more in 2005!

As a final “incentive”… for awards requiring use of the French language (speaking events and exams) for this 6-weeks’ report card*….
 state level = 100 for the MEC in preAP & AP/for exams in levels 1 & 2

finals = 100 for the rédacs in preAP & AP/quizzes in levels 1 & 2

semis  = 100 for the exams in preAP & AP/homework and résumés in 1 & 2 

*for awards in more than one event….we’ll deal with that as is arises!

We especially appreciate those of you who worked really hard

and who helped other students. You are the team!

Merci beaucoup, nous sommes très fiers de vous 

qui avez bien travaillé! 
Madame Cotter et Monsieur Frasier
