Les Règles, en général

These are from the 2004-2005 school year. I am retired as of April’ 06 (due to an 8 month hospital stay and a 3 month at home recuperation during the 2005-2006 year), but I would be using them if I were still teaching.
Here’s’ some background so you can compare your own school:


Round Rock High School is a public school about 25 miles north of Austin, Texas. There are 3 other high schools in the district, all larger than RRHS. A 5th will open in 2010. When I retired, there were <2000 students in my school, about 200 of whom took French.   We typically had around this number of students per level: 1 – 60, in 2-3 classes; l 2 – 40, in 2 classes 2e – 35, in 1-2 classes; preAP 3 – 40, in 2 classes;  AP4 – 20, in 1 class, AP5 – 15, in 1 class (for the ’05-’06 year, the pre-registration for 4 was 25 and for 5 was 20 – the most we’d ever had, and which I unfortunately didn’t get to teach.
RRHS also has Spanish (1, 2, 2e, 3, preAP 3, AP4 Language and AP5 Language. For 2006-2007, Spanish Speaker Spanish was reinstituted after a 5-6 year absence. In addition, there’s German 1, 2e and preAP3/AP4/AP5 (combined!), and ASL 1, 2 and 3/4. We had Latin but not enough students wanted to take it for us to offer it (10-12 for level 1) and we had a really hard time finding a teacher the year it was cancelled. The student population is approximately 25% Hispanic, 12% African-American, 3% Asian-American and 60% Anglo.
They have been on A/B block since ‘94-95. For the most part, I didn’t like it for languages except when we did AP practice in level 5.

Levels 1, 2 and 2e (2e = “enhanced”, our district’s designation for “honors”, so called because it no longer gets honors credit, much to our dismay) had the same policies. I always taught level 1 but level 2 and 2e varied between my colleague (who always taught preAP 3) and me, depending on enrollment.
We were using Allez, viens!, but they are now using Discovering French, nouveau!, which I never used because of my illness –  I was in favor if its adoption but could have stayed with Allez, viens! We received copies of the grammar and vocabulary workbook each year we used Allez, viens! as well as permission to copy up to 300 copies (I believe)  of the practice and activities workbook. We had all of the teacher’s resource package as well as the videos, CDs and a computer test generator.


For Discovering French, nouveau! they should receive copies of both the workbooks each year, all the teacher resources, DVDs, CDs, CD-ROMs, computer programs - basically, everything they offer.

Level 4 AP We were using Bravo!, 3rd edition (after having also used the 2nd edition) and they are now using Bravo!, 4th edition since it was the only book offered to us at this level. I had the students buy the accompanying workbook and lab manual at a cost of $11.00 + postage, tax and handling (I think it came to around $13.00). We got a group discount since we bought more than 10 at a time. We were allowed to ask the kids to buy them because it’s a non-required course. I used the testing program on CD but altered it some because those tests were too hard and too long for the majority of my students.

We only had an AP class at this level (now called preAP due to the state education agency’s policy decision) but these students did not take the AP exam. They did quite well on CLEP and placement exams generally getting 3-4 semester’s worth of credit. The grades they got for those courses varied from  ”no grade/credit only” to A’s  w/up to 16 credits. AP French 4 got “honors” credit equal to an approximate 10 point grade boost. I don’t know what it gets as preAP, possible the same thing but there’s a movement afoot to eliminate any boosts for any preAP classes in the state.
There is a syllabus for Bravo! and notes about the testing program on my web site along with calendars for levels 4 and 5.
Level 5 AP  We used Connaissances et réactions, now available from Pearson Publishing after being out of print for a while. As of the new adoption, there is no text due to a miscommunication with our district office that led to them refusing “free with adoption” of Discovering French, nouveau! class sets of En Bonne Forme for each of levels 4 and 5. No text was offered to us for level 5 and I don’t know what they’re using now (I believe the teacher was using a class set I had of Tableaux culturels de la France but I don’t know to what extent). I had the students buy a copy of Amsco’s Cours Supérieur at around $14.00. I know many of you really like Une fois pour toutes and I do too. I just felt that for the money, Cours Supérieur was a good value since it also has vocabulary and some literature (great for unexpected absences!). It is a wonderful reference tool they can use in college. I “matched” up the grammar and vocabulary as best I could with Connaissances et réactions. I used the testing program from Connaissances et réactions but after a year or two ended up separating the chapters (two chapters at a time were tested and often had no relation to each other.). It was easy to do.


The period from spring break until the AP exam was devoted exclusively to AP practice with the Girard/Ladd book. Earlier in the school year, I had started to use some of the Barron’s book, particularly the introduction to reading comprehension section. I thought it was pretty good and would have tried using more of it if I had continued teaching.


This class was all seniors, most of whom began French in middle school but I also “skipped” some talented French 3 students to 5, often just to “make” a separate class. About ½ usually took the AP exam and about ½ passed – sometimes more, sometimes less. One year, they all (6 of them) got 1s (!) but one of them got an unbelievable 6 semester’s of “A” credit at college - go figure! They all did well on CLEP and placement exams. Most of them got the maximum of 4 semesters worth of credit on those. The grades varied just as they did for the level 4 students.

A note about level 3/preAP 3: The district also offered both options - I just didn’t teach them - but we combined it into two preAP classes because that’s what the vast majority of kids signed up for and it eliminated one prep!  We thought that if they were motivated enough to continue with French, they could do preAP work and get the 10 point grade boost. It worked out just fine. My colleague and I meshed our grading policies, etc. to give the kids some continuity as they went on.
A note about «L’effet Leake» for late work in AP:


I always accepted late work but took off points for essays and vocab notebooks MECs*, the more days late, the more points off (and 1/2 off for workbook activities) Then one year, one of the boys with the last name of Leake, turned in his vocab book late but instead of having the usual 20 sentences with an increased number of words (40 required for this particular grading period), he wrote 40 sentences – totally by accident but a LOT more work! So I decided not to penalize him for the lateness and created a new policy for essays and vocab (the majority of their report card grade): for each day an essay was late, they had to add 10 words or lose points, for each day a vocab notebook was late they had to add 5 more sentences, as long as the work was handed in by the end of the grading period. I felt that since these were very elective classes, I had to do something that didn’t discourage kids but still get the work done. Very few took advantage of it but for those who did, it was a lifesaver for their grades. They all thanked me later on for giving them that opportunity. 

*MECs are further explained in the document Vocabulary Notebooks on APexchanges and on my website.
Le français 1 & 2e
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                    room 117 / 464-6208
The following answers a list of parent questions compiled by the RRHS PTSA.

I thought the questions were really good so I give this information to students as well as parents.

1. Moi I’ve been teaching French at RRHS since the ‘78-79 school year. Since then, I’ve taught every level of French. This year, in addition to levels 1 and 2e, I teach Advanced Placement French Language classes at level 4 and level 5. I have a Master’s degree in French Language and Cultures from the Institut français of the University of California at Santa Barbara. This past year I was a member of the State Review Panel for the 2004-2005 textbook adoption. I sponsor the French Club, National French Honor Society, the Texas French Symposium and, the senior class.

2. Levels I & IIe are introductory level courses. We learn about the French language and its cultures through reading, writing, listening and speaking.  Active class participation is a must.  Level IIe reviews, reinforces and expands level I. It includes preAP activities (a brochure that explains differences between II and IIe is available). There are usually from 20-25 students in a class.

3. Grading for a 6-weeks = 40% exams, 30% quizzes, 30% daily grades (10% written classwork, 10% oral class participation, 10% homework). There are NO EXTRA CREDIT REPORTS, etc.  There will be bonus homework assignments relating to the topics being studied. All assignments are given in advance; there are no “surprises”. Please see #4 for details.

4. Schedule: WRITTEN WORK: the in-class résumé is due at the end of the class during which it is assigned. Homework is due at the beginning of the next class.  All written work is corrected - either by me or by a student aide from AP French. It is usually returned the following class. Explanations & examples may be oral and/or written. They are always given before starting written or oral activities.

          QUIZZES are given 5-6 times per 6-weeks over text lessons or verbs. Lesson quizzes cover listening, reading, writing and culture. Verb quizzes are cumulative and count double. Missed quizzes must be made up by the last day of a 6-weeks. Makeups must be done outside of class time. There is one notebook quiz per 6-weeks. The complete notebook must be handed in at the end of each semester. It will then count as an exam grade.

          EXAMS are given every 3-4 weeks upon completion of chapter in the text. All have reading, writing, listening, speaking and culture sections. Missed/unfinished exams must be made up according to the date given (usually one week from the original exam day) or 2 points per day will be subtracted. Please note that exams not finished in class may have points subtracted from the unfinished section/s. This is because students have seen the exam questions and have more time to study.

          Raising grades Students can raise grades by coming before or after school to correct/rewrite an exam and/or study more to retake a quiz. Exam rewrites are averaged with exams at 50%; quiz retakes are averaged equally with original lesson quiz grades.  Each may be done only once per exam or quiz – except for verb quizzes, which may be taken as many times as wanted within a 6-weeks period and, only the highest grade counts! There are no retakes for the notebook quiz or rewrites for the notebook exam grade. 10 points per day are subtracted from late notebook quiz and notebook exam grades. 

             I drop the lowest lesson quiz or one of the grades for a verb quiz each 6-weeks. AND…

if there are no  (-  or 0s for homework or class résumés, I will drop one more quiz, including the notebook quiz.

    PLEASE NOTE!   ALL WORK FOR A 6-WEEKS IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF THE 6-WEEKS - 

THIS  IS NOT THE SAME DAY AS WHEN MY GRADES ARE DUE !

About averages: Students may get averages before or after school only. I will then give the current average. I don’t play the “what if” game (“what if” I retake this quiz? What will my grade be?) because I want students to do the work to learn the material not just try to get a certain grade.

5. Homework is VERY important! It is the practice needed for success. Homework is often what makes the difference between an A or B, passing or failing, etc. Written homework is assigned for almost every class and should take no more than 15-20 minutes to complete. If it takes longer than that, students need to come for tutorials. When there is no written work it is a good idea to review vocabulary and verbs. All written work is corrected and graded, by a student aide, or me as follows:  

  (   
=   
4/4   =  complete, on time, to the point




  (+ 
=   
5/4  =  the above but ABSOLUTELY PERFECT



  (-  
=   
2/4  =  late, incomplete or, misses the point. In the latter case, students can

                                                                                   come for tutoring to redo the assignment to change the (- to a (.

0 
=   
0/4  =  no work OR,  any 2   (-  characteristics

IMPORTANT!  All work for a chapter is due no later than the day of that chapter’s exam.

                                              Chapter work received after that class gets no credit!
6. Tutorials I prefer after school.  This is because my 4 different class levels and sponsor duties make it very difficult in the morning. After school I am generally available anytime except for French Club meeting day (2nd Thursday of the month after school), morning duty and the occasional meeting or appointment. I have scheduled Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons for my “official” tutorials but will, of course, arrange other times with students. Students need to come in as soon as they don’t understand something! Waiting only makes it harder!
7. Materials & Expenses   A 1-1½ inch 3-ring binder (big enough to hold one semester’s worth of work), 5 dividers and loose-leaf paper. Any color pen or pencil except red.  I have binders and dividers that can be recycled from last year. A textbook and a workbook for all homework assignments are given to each student to use during the year. They must be brought to class every day! Having needed materials means being able to participate in class. If a workbook is lost, a new one must be bought (about $10 – textbooks cost around $40!).

8. Behavior Respect, for one’s own and others’ learning opportunities, is the key. Students must speak up and also allow others to do the same when it is their turn. If this doesn’t happen, first I ‘ll speak to the student, then change seats, then call parents. 

· My “dream class” is when everyone has everything needed for class and participates in everything enthusiastically – 

                                           Everyone always  ‘on task’ makes a perfect class! (
· My “turn offs” are inappropriate talking, sleeping or trying to, forgetting materials, writing notes, daily or “too long” restroom trips and – to me, the worst thing - PERSONAL GROOMING !

· “Brownie points” – Just be a dream class and the points will add themselves !

· “Referrals” are very rare because we usually solve problems ourselves. When I do send one, it is taken care of quickly.

· When there is a substitute, I expect 110% cooperation! The work assigned will either relate to what we’re currently doing or review a topic already covered – review never hurts in a language! It will always count!! Sometimes as a quiz!!!
9. Cheating on homework or résumés: students decide which one gets the credit.  If repeated, lose ½ then… all points.  On quizzes or exams: retest after school under very close supervision.  This is rare due to the nature of the work and the students themselves. If it continues, I will call parents.

10. Parents should check for daily homework of some kind (see: homework). They should see textbooks and workbooks at home on a regular basis. Please support the language and cultural differences we are learning about as well as difficulties a student may have with the class. I’ll call or e-mail when I see changes in grades, behavior, attitude, etc. if you’ll do the same.  Feel free to call or e-mail me at school for any reason. This year my conference periods are 2nd and 6th  (from about 10:30am until 12:10pm every day).
11. Extensions, etc. We have a French Club that meets after school on the second Thursday of the month. It is a social, rather than academic, club and we always have a fun activity • Beginning the 2nd semester of level 2, sophomores and older are eligible for the RRHS chapter of the National French Honor Society •  We also participate in the Texas French Symposium, the state level French competition, usually held on a weekend in March. This year it will be in San Antonio • We are planning an evening excursion to Austin Lyric Opera’s dress rehearsal of The Marriage of Figaro in May. If any other shows related to French come up, we’ll try to go to them too.  • We will again have some fun in-class activities for National French Week 2004 and • beads for Mardi Gras • Information for Paris 2006  (our 14th trip since 1980!) will be available after Spring Break 2005. 

                         Students are welcome in my room any morning or after school any time they need a place to go. 

12. Summary Learning another language takes TIME & PRACTICE. Speaking is the hardest and takes the longest, especially in a classroom setting. It’s not easy but, it can be done and… it can be lots of fun!

                                        You never know when French will come in handy…but I know it will !

   Did you know that French and English are the only two “global” languages?

Vive le français !

I put a French related cartoon here. 
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                    room 117 / 464-6208

The following answers a list of parent questions compiled by the RRHS PTSA.

I thought the questions were really good so I give this information to students as well as parents.

1. Moi I’ve been teaching French at RRHS since the ‘78-79 school year. Since then, I’ve taught every level of French. 

This year, in addition to AP4, I teach French 1, French 2e and, Advanced Placement French Language 5. I have a Master’s degree in French Language and Cultures from the Institut français of the University of California at Santa Barbara. This past year I was a member of the State Review Panel for the 2004-2005 textbook adoption. I sponsor the French Club, National French Honor Society, the Texas French Symposium and, the senior class.

2. Level  4 Uses the college text Bravo! to review & reinforce previous levels with an emphasis on building vocabulary and conversation skills. The class size at this level averages from about 18-22. There is no ‘non-AP’ level IV class because of the nature of the course. I am aware of students who were not originally in IIe and want to assure everyone that – no student who has completed and handed in ALL work on time has ever failed this class ! (plus, AP has a GPA bonus of +10 points ( )

“advanced placement” can be earned by seniors through their results on college CLEP exams  (up to 16 credit hours, occasionally more) and by juniors who continue to French V through their results the CLEP exams or on the College Board’s Advanced Placement Exam (up to 22 or more credits). 

3.  Grading for a 6-weeks = 30% exams, 30% essays (rédacs), 20% vocabulary notebook (les MECs), 20% daily  activities (class participation, précisions, homework and, use of French in the classroom outside of answers to class activities!) There are NO EXTRA CREDIT REPORTS OR PROJECTS! There may be some bonus homework activities in the workbook. 

EXAMS: There is only one per 6-weeks. By correcting exam errors, up to ½ of the points lost may be regained 

     to raise this grade. PLEASE NOTE: NO EXAMS WILL BE RETURNED UNTIL EVERYONE HAS FINISHED THEM!!!
Rédacs: there are 2 per six weeks. Each may be written 2 more optional times for a maximum raise of +10 and 

     +5 respectively, not to exceed 100 points. (see below)
MECs: usually due during the 5th week of a grading period, -10 points PER DAY  (not per class!) late!*
4. Schedule Work assigned on the board is due as indicated. I hand out and post a 6-weeks’ calendar at the beginning of each grading period. I also e-mail it if desired. I edit all rédacs with a correction code but most workbook assignments are graded by précision. I am sympathetic to occasional changes in due dates because of assignments in other AP classes but I have a schedule as well and, students do have to learn how to budget their time!   

*Late work – MECs and rédacs – see «L’Effet  Leake» guidelines on the wall.

5. Homework consists of workbook pages and rédactions. Students should review vocabulary and verb forms on a regular basis. WB pages are graded for on time completion as well as accuracy through précisions. Each activity counts as a separate completion (     
(4/4)  on time, complete, to the point

  (+  
(5/4)  extra credit activities done

   (-   
(2/4)  late, incomplete or not to the point

    0       (0/4)  no work or any two ‘late’ characteristics

•     Précisions are “open book” quizzes over workbook assignments. One grade, based on a 100%, is given for the 

overall assignment. Each extra credit WB activity adds 5 points to the overall précision grade for that assignment. Late précisons will have different questions. Students are responsible for coming in to take them outside of class.
•     Rédactions are graded by ‘draft’. All are returned with a correction key.  Drafts #1 and #2 have required due dates.  

THEY ARE VERY IMPORTANT GRADES! Keep all drafts until the end of a six weeks!
draft #1 – no numerical grade; = 10 homework activities and, one rédac grade!


draft #2 – required rewrite, numerical grade assigned. Late = -2½ points PER DAY! (*see «L’Effet Leake»)


draft #3 – optional rewrite for up to 10 points more, not to exceed 100

draft #4 – optional rewrite for up to 5 points more, not to exceed 100

       PLEASE NOTE!   ALL YOUR WORK FOR A 6-WEEKS IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF THE 6-WEEKS - 

       THIS  IS NOT THE SAME DAY AS WHEN MY GRADES ARE DUE !

6. Tutorials are any time after school except on French Club days (2nd Th/mo) and when I have the occasional meeting. Before school it is very difficult for me to meet with students. I can do it, but it is my last choice. I cannot meet with students during my conference periods. Anyway, tutoring is rarely needed after the first 6-weeks. NB: Please do not come the morning something is due to ask for help! Please do not expect help right before class! 

7.  Expenses are a spiral notebook, a folder and, the workbook/lab manual.  Students may continue to use their French 3 spiral. They should also have a small French/English dictionary better than the $1.00 dictionaries many already have. In AP, students must purchase their workbook/lab manual for Bravo!. (I think this is abominable, but my input was not requested.). They are for homework and listening activities as well as some of the rédac prompts and cost $13.00 each. They need to be purchased ASAP. I prefer that you pay with a check made out to Round Rock High School.

8. Behavior Visiting, grooming, sleeping or trying to and doing work from other classes is a faux pas and a faut pas! 

For a college level class with only juniors and seniors…enough said! I hate to call parents about behavior or change seats in an AP class but will do it if needed.


A note about substitutes – when I am absent you will usually be assigned reading along with questions to answer. It is not “busy work”! It is a valuable skill you need to develop further and, that you can do when I’m not there to work with you. It will always count!

9. Cheating is comparatively difficult because of the kind of work we do. Copying homework only defeats the copier
in the long run in this course especially where tests giving college credit are a goal. Students are always better off doing their own work. Please note that I consider using an on-line translator as cheating!!! If I feel you are using one, I will highlight the “suspected” phrases. If they aren’t corrected, I will take off 5 points for each suspected use until you show me how you came up with the phrase without a translator. If this continues you will get no credit for the work.. 

10. Parents I’ll call if I see little being done or any change in behavior, grades, attitude, etc. Please feel free to call (464-66208) or e-mail me (Sue_Cotter @ roundrockisd.org) at any time for any reason. This year my conference periods are 2nd and 6th  (from about 10:30am until 12:10pm every day).

11. Extensions  French Club – after school, 2nd Thursday of the month, attendance at meetings is required. The Texas French Symposium for which after school practice is absolutely REQUIRED ! National French Honor Society – NO meetings required !  My room is always open before and after or during students’ “off periods” if they need a place to go. We are planning an evening or weekend trip to see Austin Lyric Opera’s The Marriage of Figaro in May. If anything else related to French comes up, we’ll try to go to that too. We’ll also have some fun in-class activities for National French Week 2004 and Mardi Gras beads, of course! I hope AP students will have an opportunity to participate again in the International Forum, an International Studies, Business and Careers fair, at UT Austin sometime in October. 

12.   Summary A student at this level has the option to get the best possible grade. In fact, a surprising number of 

students get higher grades in level 4 than they got in level 3!  Part of the reason for this is that 60% of the work can be redone for a higher grade. Another part is that they’re really starting to understand how it all goes together!  

Students who choose to redo work must be sure to do it in a timely manner. It is very important to not let lack of understanding an assignment prevent doing it – COME FOR HELP ! – Sometimes AP students think they’re supposed to know it all. This is certainly not true – sometimes knowing that you don’t know it is even more important. 

                La  porte  est  toujours  ouverte !  Veuillez  entrer !

I put a French related cartoon here.
Le français 5–AP Language
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The following answers a list of parent questions compiled by the RRHS PTSA.
I give this information to students as well as parents.

1 Moi I’ve been teaching French at RRHS since the ‘78-79 school year. Since then, I’ve taught every level of French. This year, in addition to AP5, I teach French 1, French 2e and, Advanced Placement French Language 4. I have a Master’s degree in French Language and Cultures from the Institut français of the University of California at Santa Barbara. This past year I was a member of the State Review Panel for the 2004-2005 textbook adoption. I sponsor the French Club, National French Honor Society, the Texas French Symposium and, the senior class.

2.  Level 5 uses “Connaissances et reactions” as a text to review and reinforce levels 1-4 with continued emphasis on vocabulary development and conversation skills. Students will work towards speaking and writing in detail (N3 = no naked nouns!). Work at this level prepares students for advanced placement through individual college CLEP exams (up to 16 credit hours) and/or the College Board’s exam (up to 22+ credits). There is no ‘non-AP’ level V because of the nature of the work. No student who has done all of the work on time has ever failed this class. The average class size is around 12-15.

3. Grading for a 6-weeks = 40% essays (rédacs), 20% exams, 20% vocabulary notebook (les MECs), 20% daily
activities (class participation, précisions, homework and, use of French in the classroom outside of answers to class activities!). There are NO EXTRA CREDIT REPORTS ! There may be some bonus homework activities in the workbook.
EXAMS: 3 per 6-weeks, only the top 2 count BUT, I subtract one point from the top grade for every 5 points  

     lower the lowest grade is! No exams or their grades will be returned until the end of the grading period.

Rédacs: there are 3 per six weeks. Each may be written 2 more optional times for a maximum raise of +10 and 

     +5 respectively, not to exceed 100 points. (see below)

MECs: usually due during the 5th week of a grading period, -10 points PER DAY (not per class!) late!*

L’Enfer: From the day after Spring Break until the day of the AP Exam, everyone will participate in intense AP practice. One cassette tape or CD and one rédac, both from past AP exams will be due per week along with the AP fill-ins. We will discuss this more as the time gets closer. 
4. Schedule Work assigned on the board is due as indicated. I hand out and post a 6-weeks’ calendar at the 

beginning of each grading period. I also e-mail it if desired. I edit all rédacs but most workbook assignments will be graded by précision. I am sympathetic to occasional changes in due dates because of assignments in other AP classes but I have a schedule as well and, AP seniors should have, by now, learned how to budget their time!  

                            *Late work – MECs and rédacs – see «L’Effet Leake» guidelines on the wall.

5.  Homework consists of workbook pages and rédactions. Students should also review vocabulary and verb forms on a regular basis. WB pages are graded for completion as well as accuracy through précisions. Each activity counts as a separate completion credit Completion grades are as follows:

(    
(4/4)  on time, complete, to the point

(+  
(5/4)  extra activities done

(-   
(2/4)  late, incomplete or not to the point

 0     
(0/4)  no work or any two ‘late’ characteristics
· Précisions are “open book” quizzes based on workbook assignments. They are based on a 100 grade  for all 

   activities in a single assignment. Each extra credit WB activity adds 5 points to the overall précision grade for that    

   assignment. Late précisons will have different questions.

· Rédactions  are graded by ‘draft’. All are returned with a key for corrections.  Drafts #1 and #2 have required due  

          dates.  THEY ARE VERY IMPORTANT GRADES! Keep all of them until the end of a six weeks!

draft #1 – no numerical grade; = 10 homework activities and, a rédac grade!

draft #2 – required rewrite, numerical grade assigned. Late = -2½ points PER DAY! (*see «L’Effet Leake»)


draft #3 – optional rewrite for up to 10 points more, not to exceed 100

draft #4 – optional rewrite for up to 5 points more, not to exceed 100

 PLEASE NOTE!   ALL YOUR WORK FOR A 6-WEEKS IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF THE 6-WEEKS - 

             THIS  IS NOT THE SAME DAY AS WHEN MY GRADES ARE DUE !

6. Tutorials are any time after school except on French Club days (2nd Th/mo) and when I have the occasional meeting. Before school, it is very difficult for me to meet with students. I can do it, but it’s my last choice. I cannot meet with students during my conference periods. Anyway, tutoring is rarely needed after the first 6-weeks. NB: Please do not come the morning something is due to ask for help! Please do not expect help right before class! 

7. Expenses are a spiral notebook, a folder and, the workbook. Students may continue to use their level 4 spiral.

They should have a small French/English dictionary better than the $1.00 dictionaries. This year the students must also purchase their workbooks, Cours Supérieur. I still think this is abominable, but my input was still not requested. They cost $12 or $15 each depending on the format. Unlike the level IV workbooks, they are an excellent resource and will be very useful in college. They need to be purchased ASAP. I prefer that you pay with a check made out to Round Rock High School.

8.  Behavior Visiting, grooming, sleeping or trying to and doing work from other classes is a  faux pas and a faut pas! For a college level class with only seniors…enough said! I hate to call parents about behavior or change seats in an AP class but will do it if needed.

A note about substitutes – when I am absent you will usually be assigned reading along with questions to answer. It is not “busy work”! It is a valuable skill you need to develop further and, that you can do when I’m not there to work with you. It will always count!

9. Cheating is comparatively difficult because of the kind of work we do. Copying homework only defeats the copier
in the long run in this course especially where tests giving college credit are a goal. Students are always better off doing their own work. Please note that I consider using an on-line translator as cheating!!! !!! If I feel you are using one, I will highlight the “suspected” phrases. If they aren’t corrected, I will take off 5 points for each suspected use until you show me how you came up with the phrase without a translator. If this continues you will get no credit for the work.. 

10. Parents I’ll call if I see little being done or any change in behavior, grades, attitude, etc.  Please feel free to call or e-mail me at any time for any reason. This year my conference periods are 2nd and 6th  (from about 10:30am until 12:10pm every day).

11. Extensions French Club – after school, 2nd Thursday of the month, attendance at meetings is required !  The Texas French Symposium for which after school practice is REQUIRED ! National French Honor Society – no meetings required !  My room is always open before and after school or during students’ “off periods” if they need a place to go. We are planning an evening or weekend trip to see Austin Lyric Opera’s The Marriage of Figaro in May. If anything else related to French comes up, we’ll try to go to that too. We’ll also have some fun in-class activities for National French Week 2004 and Mardi Gras beads, of course! I hope AP students will have an opportunity to participate again in the International Forum, an International Studies, Business and Careers fair, at UT Austin sometime in October. 

12. Summary  A student at this level has the option to get the best possible grade. Some students do even better in level 5 than in level 4! Part of the reason for this is that 40% work can be redone for a higher grade and I use a modified AP Exam system for their chapter exams. Another part is that they’re really starting to understand how it all goes together!  

Students who choose to redo work must be sure to do it in a timely manner. It is very important not to let lack of understanding an assignment prevent doing it – COME FOR HELP !  Sometimes AP students think they’re supposed to know it all. This is certainly not true – sometimes knowing that you don’t know it is even more important. 

La porte est toujours ouverte !  Veuillez entrer !

    I put a French related cartoon here.
.
