Le français II – final project                                    Une causerie journalière

                          L’émission d’aujourd’hui - << Bienvenue à l’institution>>

You’ve done so well with the “clients” at your institution that Montel Williams, Ricki Lake, Oprah Winfrey, and of course, Jerry Springer, want to show some of your BEFOREs DURINGs and AFTERs. What a chance for free publicity! Your group of 3-4 may share anything with the “viewing audience” as long as it is not obscene or could be offensive to others in the class. 

(NOTE TO MICRO-MANAGERS: we will discuss your concerns outside of class.)

LES BUTS: Your group’s goal is to create and present a show segment that tells about your mental health/boot camp/etc. organization. You don’t need a show host because you’re all guests on the show. This is not a memorized dialogue; your segment will be presented in a “voice-over” format. 

     You must have three separate sections for each person in the group:

1. DESCRIBE  the ‘before’ condition of the clients. (l’imparfait)
2.  TELL WHAT ACTIONS the clients did while at your place. (le passé composé)
3.  UPDATE  the audience – current condition? activities? (le présent)
LA CRÉATION  

1. Design a mini-billboard (poster) to advertise your institution.

    
It must include a name for your place and illustrate LES BUTS (above).

2.  Write at least 3 different sentences for each of LES BUTS above for each group member. 

Props are recommended; costumes are encouraged. 

3.  DO NOT REPEAT VERBS! ie: one être, one faire  per BUT per group member.

LA PRÉSENTATION

1. Each group member is responsible for writing, reading and acting a script.

                         
-group members may “interact” during any part of their show segment

2. The group must decide how to present the overall show segment.

3. Your segment will be videotaped in class as one unified sequence per group

                 
 YOU MAY BRING A VIDEO TO CLASS AS YOUR GROUP’S PRESENTATION.

LES NOTES: This will count as an EXAM grade based on your group’s poster (10%) and YOUR
1. WRITTEN SCRIPT for YOUR OWN ‘‘before, during & after” - counting content as well as 

accuracy in spelling and grammar. (30%)

2. READ SCRIPT for SOMEONE ELSE in the group – counting pronunciation as well as 

fluency of delivery (30%)

3. “ACTING” of your ‘‘before, during & after” – how well do you follow the script being read to 

you by a group member? (30%)

FINAL WRITTEN COPIES neatly hand-written or typed, are due on the day of class presentations

for 3rd  period: Monday,   May 16th
for 8th  period: Tuesday , May 17th
We will work on this in class along with the chapter reviews for the final exam. I will help you but, 

 I WILL NOT BE YOUR DICTIONARY! You will not have access to the laptops. FYI : DO NOT use on-line translators - if I think you were using them you  WILL NOT GET CREDIT FOR THAT PART OF THE WRITTEN WORK and only ½ credit for the reading and the acting based on that written work!!! You will have time to practice in class to get ready before we videotape for the “public”. 

                      SO…SMILE and HAVE FUN! Show me what you’ve learned this year!

Le français IIe – final project                                        Une causerie journalière
                              aujourd’hui : << Bienvenue à l’institution>>

You’ve done so well with the “clients” at your institution that Montel Williams, Ricki Lake, Oprah Winfrey, and of course, Jerry Springer, want to show some of your BEFOREs DURINGs and AFTERs. What a chance for free publicity! Your group of 3-4 may share anything with the “viewing audience” as long as it is not obscene or could be offensive to others in the class. 

(NOTE TO MICRO-MANAGERS: we will discuss your concerns outside of class.)

LES BUTS: Your group’s goal is to create and present a show segment that tells about your mental health/boot camp/etc. organization. You don’t need a show host because you’re all guests on the show. This is not a memorized dialogue; your segment will be presented in a “voice-over” format. 

     You must have three separate sections for each person in the group:

1. DESCRIBE  the ‘before’ condition of the clients. (l’imparfait)
2.  TELL WHAT ACTIONS the clients did while at your place. (le passé composé)
3,  UPDATE  the audience – current condition? activities? (le présent)
LA CRÉATION  

1. Design a mini-billboard (poster) to advertise your institution.

    
It must include a name for your place and illustrate LES BUTS (above).

2.  Write at least 5 different sentences for each of LES BUTS above for each group member. 

Props are recommended; costumes are encouraged. 

3.  DO NOT REPEAT VERBS! ie: one être, one faire  per BUT per group member.

LA PRÉSENTATION

1. Each group member is responsible for writing, reading and acting a script.

                         
-group members may “interact” during any part of their show segment

2. The group must decide how to present the overall show segment.

3. Your segment will be videotaped in class as one unified sequence per group

                 
 YOU MAY BRING A VIDEO TO CLASS AS YOUR GROUP’S PRESENTATION.

LES NOTES: This will count as the EXAM  & QUIZ GRADES for chapter 10, based on your group’s poster (10%) and YOUR
1. WRITTEN SCRIPT for YOUR OWN ‘‘before, during & after” - counting content as well as 

accuracy in spelling and grammar. (30%)

2. READ SCRIPT for SOMEONE ELSE in the group – counting pronunciation as well as 

fluency of delivery (30%)

3. “ACTING” of your ‘‘before, during & after” – how well do you follow the script being read to 

you by a group member? (30%)

FINAL WRITTEN COPIES neatly hand-written or typed, are due on the day of class presentations

Monday,   May 16th
We will work on this in class along with the chapter 10 and chapter reviews for the final exam. I will help you but,  I WILL NOT BE YOUR DICTIONARY! You will not have access to the laptops. FYI : DO NOT use on-line translators - if I think you were using them you  WILL NOT GET CREDIT FOR THAT PART OF THE WRITTEN WORK and only ½ credit for the reading and the acting based on that written work!!! You will have time to practice in class to get ready before we videotape for the “public”. 

                      SO…SMILE and HAVE FUN! Show me what you’ve learned this year!
TALK SHOW






_____________
	POSTER  = 10
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	PASSÉ COMPOSÉ
	PRÉSENT

	SCRIPT = 30
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  pronunciation
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	ACTING = 30

  overall impression   

  follows script
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TOTALS:  
POSTER  ___________ points



SCRIPT    ___________ points



READING ___________ points



ACTING   ___________ points

    FINAL GRADE: _______ 

• 10% for the poster is basically a gift. As long it reflected the type of rehab they had, they got all or most the points. I wasn’t grading artistic ability, I just didn’t want a sloppy mess – but some of them were fantastic ! I found that if I didn’t count it, they didn’t do it or didn’t do it very well. 

•  30% for each of the other things makes it 10 points per tense. Roughly 2-3 points per sentence.
Written script  - however you want to grade it .I’d give one point for the verb and the rest for what remained. You can tell them this in advance, I never did since it really didn’t mean anything to them. I used to count writing the most, and I think a lot of teachers do, but then I decided that the speaking and acting were just as valuable.

Reading  - same as writing.  Graded on pronunciation and overall delivery – did it seem like they had actually practiced or did it seem like this was the first time they did it? You know what I mean.

I know the rubric can look daunting but it helped me to have very definite guidelines since I sometimes had 3 classes, always on two different days. That way it was fair and you didn’t have them questioning the grades. After you do a few you can do the reading and acting at the same time. If the class is pretty calm you can even grade while you watch 
Acting - same as writing. They didn’t have to be great - although some really got into it - just do what the narrator said as it was read. 
Teacher guidelines are similar to those for the fashion show and the island project. Depending on scheduling, who had 2R and who had 2e and how many of each, changed from year to year between the two of us. I always had level 1, AP4 and AP5. My colleague always had preAP 3 (we had no “regular” level 3).
I hadn’t taught level 2 for over 10 years and came up with this when I got it again in 1999 so I’m sure it could use some fine-tuning. We had just switched to a new book, Allez viens!, the year before. It had a chapter about health and exercise so I wondered how I could turn it into a fun project and thought of rehab and Jerry Springer’s show. I first did this project with “regular” level 2 where we presented imparfait at the end of the year and reviewed the passé composé. They learned avoir verbs in level 1, then être and reflexives earlier in level 2. We didn’t go into the differences between the past tenses with them since many didn’t continue with French. When I got a 2e class later on (2e is the district’s designation for ‘honors’- when they took away honors credit, they took away the name), all I did was lengthen the project for them. It may not look like much, but believe me, we found it to be sufficient We kept the past tense differences for level 3, all of which was preAP. You can, of course, require that they use both tenses at the same time. We found it better to keep them separate, at least in level 2.
We gave them about 30 minutes of a 90 minute A/B blocked period to work on this. For regular 2, we spent the remainder of the class working on a final exam review [I’d made worksheets out of the chapter reviews and vocab lists in the textbook (posted on APexchanges for levels1 and 2 for Allez, viens!) and for listening, reading and culture practice I used the chapter exams that came w/ the book. I used the old test generator, on diskette, to create different chapter exams for level 2 regular and used the textbook exams for 2e. FYI: we did 4 chapters a semesters in 2R, 5+ in 2e].
In 2e we continued w/chapter 11 in the book We didn’t do much review w/them. Mostly we used the listening, reading and culture from the exams I’d created for 2R. An interesting note about review is that the 2e students noticed that by using the 3 tenses they’d learned and lots of different vocab to create their show, they were reviewing and learning new things at the same time. Now, we know that as teachers, but the kids don’t always realize it, let alone tell you they noticed.
I found groups of 3 worked best for getting the most work done. 2 is too few and 4 is too many but sometimes you have to do it that way. I let them choose their own groups because I always hated it when the teachers did it. By this time, I knew them well enough to keep a special eye on students who might get one person to do all the work. 
I did the voice-over format because I didn’t want memorized dialogues; I wanted them to use the tenses correctly. (I was never a big fan of memorized dialogues anyway.). You have to make it clear from the beginning that NO One is the host – they all want to be that! I also limited the use of être and faire otherwise that’s all they’d have, especially in 2R.

Some of the kids did tape at home and bring it in – often with notes from a parent assuring me that the bottles, pills etc they used for props were fake!

I’m not current on which daytime talk shows are now popular but I wanted something outrageous. Use whatever your kids are into. They each had to have a problem that may or may not have been cured. They loved being nutty and incorrigible. Sometimes the quietest kids would be the wildest. One very good and quiet student went to rehab to learn how to “loosen up” - and he sure did! They also liked to “interact” à la Jerry Springer – one year we had a choreographed fight with chairs!
The choices for a presentation were basically that they did the “before/during/after” for one person at a time or that they did all of the “befores”, then all of the “durings” and all of the “afters”. I think that I the latter worked out better because they often wanted to change a few clothing items and/or props. Just don’t let them change too many clothes or you’ll never get done. A good idea is to have them wear one outfit on top of another for a quick change.

We started the filming by holding up their poster to the camera. The person reading stood next to the mike in the camera. Just make sure this student reads loud enough so that the “actor” can hear and you can hear it later if you need to grade it that way.
I gave them a “task” for each day that they had to show me each day.  It really helped keep them on track and on task. Since the remainder of the class was for final exam review (2R) or continuing with whatever I could in the next chapter (2e), I could easily vary the amount of time they spent on the project. I walked around the class during all of this time.

· Intro Day at the end of the week I gave them the handout. They got into groups to brainstorm ideas so they could think about it over the weekend. I did this at the very end of class so they wouldn’t mess around too much.
· Day 1 They finalized their ideas. You have to insist they do this or they’ll never agree! Sometimes they do have to change it if they discover they can’t get what they need.

· Day 2 They made lists for each group member for each of the “before/during/after” segments: être méchant /voler / faire des pompes, etc
· Day 3 They turned it into a script: Messiers’dames, je vous présente…. Their book had lots of things they could use and they had sequencing words in level 1 and 2 (d’abord, puis, ensuite…) so I had them use this vocab too. I also had them thank the “patient” at the end so we’d know when it was over. Otherwise, they’d just stand or sit there.

· Day 4 Practice reading out loud and “acting”.
· Day 5 Same as Day 4 

· Day 6 Showtime! 15 minutes for them to go to the restroom near my classroom to change. Then all shows were performed and filmed. Then they all changed again and we watched the shows.  I always made the deal with them that I wouldn’t let other classes watch their shows - and I always kept it. Giving them time limits to change clothes really helps. I had a student film as I am “technically challenged” and needed to keep an eye on the mayhem,
This is a fun end-of-year project!
Amusez-vous bien - (
