Verb quizzes 

– levels 1, 2 and 2 honors, but could be adapted to any level
When I began teaching French at Round Rock High School in 1978 I never would have done this. But as more and more non-traditional language students enrolled in foreign language due to college and high school graduation requirements, fewer and fewer of them seemed to be able to remember verbs forms! I strongly believe that in order to communicate effectively, not to mention in a literate manner, you have got to know your verb forms! So, I developed the quiz format below.
It’s easy to adapt to any number of verbs in any tense/s. I usually gave 2 per 6-week grading period to levels 1 and 2 “regular”, 1 per grading period to level 2 honors since most of them had no problems with verbs but I wanted to be sure! If we had time, I’d give a 3rd one to level 2R – they seemed to need it the most. We didn’t give them in levels 3, 4 or 5 as they didn’t have too many problems with most verbs in most tenses.

I let them take the verb quizzes as many times as they wanted in a grading period (before or after school for re-takes) and only counted the highest grade. My objective was that they learn the verbs so if they memorized the quiz, they memorized the verbs – mission accomplished - just keep an eye out for cheat sheets! I also counted the verb quizzes 2X. Since I dropped the lowest quiz grade (thus avoiding some of the hassles of getting them to do make up work  - which seemed compounded when we switched to A/B block in ’95), that meant that at least one of the verb quizzes had to count. When I didn’t do this, some of them blew it off figuring I’d drop it if it was the single lowest grade. 

Another thing I did (a while back before that onslaught of the non-traditional students) was the verbe du jour. I had ¼-sheet size verb forms ready and had written all of the verbs they’d learned on slips of paper put into my béret. Then for the last minute or two of class, gave out the forms, pulled a verb from the hat, chose a tense (you could also write the tenses on slips of paper) and they had to complete the form before the bell rang. Each day was worth 10 points. I gave up on this but a student of mine, who became one of our middle school French teachers, used it with great success. They sure knew their verbs when they came to me!
The way I updated the form was to put the newest verb at the top and slide al the other ones over one. It got to be easy after I did a few and then I kept them on the computer. 
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    SAMPLE

nom_____________________

verbes : être, avoir, -er
être

je______
= ________

nous__________ = __________


tu______ = ________

vous__________ = __________


il ______ = ________

ils    __________ = __________

elle____  = ________

elles__________ = __________

        on_____  = ________

PC: je/j’______= ________

I: je/j’_________ = __________

avoir = to_____


         regarder = to_____
je______
nous__________ 

je_________
nous__________ 

tu______
vous__________ 

tu_________
vous__________
il ______
ils    __________ 

il _________
ils    __________ 

elle____  
elles__________ 
        elle________  
elles__________  

on_____  





on_________ 

 PC: tu__________ I: tu_________  PC: il__________
I: il__________
Points – new verb: 1 per verb form and each meaning, so 22 for être 
 other verbs: 1 per form = 11, then 11 for the meaning, so 22 each for them    
I used an “easy grader” (a little cardboard thing with a part that slides out). It’s much faster than a calculator and you can have any number of questions. You can find them at teacher supply stores. They should be less than $10 and are sure worth it!
Every time they got a new verb, they had a verb quiz. The new verb was on the top, with all of its meanings requested. I asked for these meanings because if I didn’t, they didn’t remember them! The other verbs followed, always in the same order. I’d let them use the previous quiz as a last minute study guide and always gave than 2 minutes (timed with my handy-dandy timer!) right before the quiz to look at it.

I let them work on this for about as long as they wanted and picked them up individually (The kids who finished early were allowed to start on their workbook homework.). I thought it stressed the importance of verbs. 
For the lesson quizzes accompanying the textbook (Allez, viens! at the time), I picked them all up at the same time when it looked like most of them had finished (I chose one person to whom they all passed the quizzes and then I picked them up.). Since it was only a minute or two, I’d tell the kids who finished first to draw me a nice picture or write me a note – to which I always responded or made a comment.

.

