FRENCH

THE MOST PRACTICAL FOREIGN LANGUAGE

WHILE ANY LANGUAGE WILL BE USEFUL FOR SOME JOBS OR SOME REGIONS, FRENCH IS THE ONLY FOREIGN LANGUAGE THAT CAN BE USEFUL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AS WELL AS IN THE UNITED STATES.

FRENCH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS THE SECOND MOST FREQUENTLY TAUGHT LANGUAGE IN THE WORLD AFTER ENGLISH.

FRENCH IS SPOKEN AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE IN 33 COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD.

FRENCH IS THE ONLY LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH SPOKEN ON FIVE CONTINENTS.

FRENCH AND ENGLISH ARE THE ONLY TWO GLOBAL LANGUAGES

WHEN DECIDING ON A FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOR WORK OR SCHOOL, FRENCH IS THE LANGUAGE THAT WILL GIVE YOU THE MOST CHOICES LATER ON IN YOUR STUDIES OR YOUR CAREER. 

FRENCH IS NOT  HARDER THAN SPANISH !

GET WITH IT !  TAKE FRENCH !

FRENCH, ALONG WITH ENGLISH, IS THE OFFICIAL WORKING LANGUAGE OF

· The United Nations
· UNESCO
· The International Monetary Fund
· The International Labor Bureau
· The International Olympic Committee
· The 31-member Council of Europe
· The European Community
FRENCH IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF

· Postal services throughout the world
· The International Red Cross
FRENCH IS THE DOMINANT WORKING LANGUAGE AT

· The European Court of Justice
· The European Tribunal of First Instance
· The European Court of Auditors in Luxembourg
· The Press Room at the European Commission in Brussels, Belgium
One example of the importance of French can be seen in a recent listing of international jobs (4/8/97) distributed by the 

U.S. State Department 

· 47 required or preferred French

· 29 Spanish

· 10 Russian

· 3 German

THE ECONOMICS OF FRENCH AND FRANCE

· French is the foreign language spoken by our largest trading partner, Canada

· In 1994 the United States did business and trade with the following countries in order of importance:

1.  French-speaking countries

2.  Japan

3.  Spanish-speaking countries

· The US and France share many trade similarities. They are the world’s top 2 exporters in the important areas of:

1.  Defense products

2.  Agricultural goods

3.  Services

· France has the 4th largest economy in the world after the US, Japan and Germany

· France is the 2nd largest exporter of agricultural products in the world after the US

· In recent years,  the US has been the largest direct investor in France & France has been one of the three largest investors in the US

· French companies employ over 400,000 Americans

· France is the 3rd largest destination of foreign investments in the world

· Overall, the French export more per capita than the Japanese and more than twice as much as the Americans

· France is overall, the 4th largest exporting nation of the world

· France is the world’s leader in the production of luxury goods

· More tourists visit France than any other country in the world
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  -  FRENCH & FRANCE

· French is the 2nd language of the Internet after English
· Seven of France’s top 10 exports to the US are industrial or high-tech products
· France is the 4th largest producer of automobiles in the world: Renault, Peugeot, Citroën (All Mack trucks are manufactured by Renault)

· France is 4th in research among countries of the Organization for Economic Development and Cooperation (after Japan, Germany and the US)

· France is a major world research center in the field of high energy physics

· The French are a world leader in medical research: the AIDS virus was first isolated by French doctors

· The French are a leader in medical genetics – the Human Genome Project is located in Paris

· The French are the world’s 3rd manufacturers of electronic equipment

· The French are the European leader in aerospace – Aérospatiale, Arianespace, Airbus…
· Most commercial satellites are put into space on French Ariane rockets

· The fastest train, the TGV, is French

· The fastest commercial airplane, the Concorde, is French (built in collaboration with British Airways)

· France is the world’s 3rd military power (after the US and Russia)

· France has the world’s 2nd largest defense industry (i.e. exocet missiles, radar technology)

· France is the world’s 2nd largest builder and exporter of civilian and military aircrafts and helicopters

· France’s Airbus is the world’s 2nd largest fleet of commercial airliners

· France’s Aérospatiale in Toulouse makes all of the US Coast Guard’s helicopters

· France has one of the most advanced systems of telecommunications in the world

· Fiber optics were invented in France

· France is the world’s largest manufacturer of television sets

· HDTV was invented in France
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